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The leader in our performance line. It features 
some of the latest technology and has the power 
to propel you to the next level. 
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Editorial 


To quote Bob 

Dylan - even 

(hough Tm pret- 
ty sure he 

endorse such a 
quotation given 
(he context - 
'the times they 
are a-changin'.' 
We've liKely all 
heard the oft- 

quoted trivia point of videogame sales surpassing 
movie box office receipts in revenue a few years ago. 
When this information was first brought to light, it was 
bignews, Videogames had finally made their way out of 
the wood-paneled basements of yore and into the liv- 
ing room; out of obscurity and into the mainstream 
consciousness. While still not as pervasive as movies 
or television, interaaive entertainment is catching up 
and is recognized not only as a huge industry but as a 
burgeoning an form and a major element of the “digital 
lifestyle.' 

With that in mind, we're happy to introduce expanded 
gaming content in HUB: Digital Living. 

Par more than three years, Total Gamer has provided an 
independent voice for Canadian gamers. That voice just 
got a bit louder with its integration into HUB. Our 
expanded coverage will continue Total Gamer's man- 
date to bring the best news, reviews, previews ana fea- 
ture coverage in the world of interactive eniettamment 
to Canadian gamers from a Canadian perspective. 

In addition to expanding video game coverage, our reg- 
ular coverage of all things digital is now more logically 
broken down and grouped into sections. Wireless, as 
the name implies, covers all things wireless from 
portable audio and video players to personal digital 
assistants [POAs] and cell phones. Personal 
Computing brings computer hardware, software and 
peripheral reviews, columns and Features Home 


Entertainment covers the myriad devices that make up 
the digital living room and the underlying technologies 
that make it all possible. Digital Imaging offers the lat- 
est from the worlds oF digital photography and video 
with tutorials, hands on reviews and industry news, 
the Test Lab puts products related to trte cover Uteme 
head-to-head, testing and evaluating their perform- 
ance under controlled circumstances. 

We hope you’ll agree that these changes are for the 
better and, as always, we welcome your feedback. 

Enjoy the issue. 

Andrew Moora-Criepin 
Editor-In-Chief 

Correction. Last month Samsung was incorrectly 
billed as a Japanese company. It is in fact a Korean 
company. HJ6 regrets the error. 

Wayne Belzer writes: RE: CES 2005: Call phones, 

Feb 2005 I enpyed reading the article on cell phones, 
BUT ... It is unfortunate that Canadians do not have the 
same access to lechnoiogies that exist in the expand- 
ing world market. Some of the phones featured are 
interesting, and would be more so, if they were avail- 
able in Canada. As (hey are not [currently], I find the 
article a bit of a teaser. I tried the web site www.h ub- 
canada.com, but was unable to find ‘more information' 
on these phones. I appreciate that the spread of tech- 
nology is sometimes slower than desired, but It would 
be appreciated If the information passed on to readers 
reflected these limitations. 

A. Leong writes: I'd like to see a really compact (digital 
audio] player that can be implanted at the base of the 
brain, maybe conneaed to the auditory nerves. That 
would be VERY portable' The only drawback, I suppose 
would be the potential hassle of goingthrough airport 
security. [Well, that and having an MP3 player fused to 
your brain stem ed ] 



Letiter of ^he IVIan^ 

Congratulations to Cacll E. King whosa latter hae 
been selected as our Letter of the Month. 

I believe a physical e-book reader is long overdue [and 
I'm f>ot talking about reading a PDF file on a tablet PC). 
This gadget will have 4 or 5 e-pages - paper-thin elec- 
tronic displays that will function much like regular 
pages of a book. For instance, students will appreciate 
being able to read text on one page and look at a dia- 
gram on the previous or next page. Having multiple 
physical pages is the key, but since it is electronic, the 
pagesneed not be sequential: you car have one e-page 
display page 10 of the text, another showing page 101, 
and another 105. 

For his letter, Cecil wins a Zling Slot 25GMB digital audio 
player from Z-Cyber [www.z-cyber.neij. 


This month In addition to your general feedback, we're 
askingfor your thoughts on the question of the month: 
What gadget or piece of lechnobgy do you use 
most often? 

Send us your thoughts and general rants and raves: 
I■tt•rs6ppubll«hlng.ca 

The Letter of the Month will receive a Microsoft optical 
'Sf-arck' mouse. Created 
by cutting-edge designer 
Philippe Starck, the 
mouse features a strik- 
ing ambidextrous 'hemi- 
sphere' design separat- 
ed by a lighted strip, 
resulting in an innova- 
tive marriage of Form 
and function. 

[www.microsoft.com) 
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Home Entertainments - Feature 


Kid-friendly DVD Easter eggs 



If you've heart of DVD "Easter eggs", and chances are you have, then 
you're likely aware that rot all of them are suitable for young eyes. 

For the uninitiated, the Easter eggs concealed on many of today's DVDs 
are hidden treats for movie lovers that serve as a reward for those savvy 
enough to unlock them. Typically, you need to press a few buttonson 
the remote to reveal the secret section. 

Eggs may be a message from the filmmaker, an alternate ending, a 
blooper reel, a videogame, and so on. The point is, they're not listed as 
an extra on the back of the DVD box. 

The following are a few kid-fnendly Easter eggs to find on movies you 
I likely have in your growing DVD collection 

Shark Tale 

Pop in the DVD and from the main menu, press the Left arrovr button on 
the remote and the "No Left Turns" sign will illuminate. Press Enter [or 
Select on some OVD players] to follow along with a colour storyboard of 
the hit animated movie. Also, from the main menu, selecl "Special 
Features," then click "More." Now, highlight the words "Special Features' 
and press the Right button on the DVD remote and stars will appear on 
top of the seahorse. Press Enter to access a hidden ‘Meet the Cast" 
bonus section. 

Spider-Man 2 

This superhero-sized double DVD features three Easter eggs Here's a 
good one: Insert the first disc and from the main menu, select "Special 
Features" and then choose 'Commentaries.” Dnce inside, highlight the 
words Technical Dommentaries Off" but don't press Enter. Instead, press 
the Right arrow button on the DVD remote, followed by the Up arrow. A 
yellow spider will appear. Press Enter to watch a funny clip of director 
Sam Raimi introducing a screener of the movie to a Japanese audience. 
Who knew he had such a sense of humour? 


Freaky Friday 

This funny "switch-connedy" film has a few hidden Easter eggs to find. 
From the main menu, highlight the wort "Captions" and press the Right 
arrow on the DVD remote. The fortune cookie vdll now be highlighted. 
Press Enter and the characters on the mam menu will switch clothes! 
This works four times, each with a unique outfit. The second egg can be 
found in the "Bonus Features' section. Select "Freaky Jams," and once 
inside, press the Down arrowonthe DVD remote until Jamie Lee Curtis' 
head is highlighted. Now press Enierto watch this veteran actress per- 
form the entire guitar solo from the concert in the movie. 

Finding Nemo 

This me^-popular animated film features six hidden Easter eggs on its 
two DVDs. Here are two of them. Insert the second disc and select 
'Sonus Materials’ from the main menu. Once inside, highlight the 'Back" 
arrow at the bottom of the screen, but don't press Enter just yet. 

Instead, press the Down arrow on the DVD remote. A small green fish will 
appear. Now press Enterforafunry 'AquaScum 2003' commercial. For 
another clip, enter the section entitled ‘Mr. Ray's Encyclopedia" and once 
again highlight the 'Back" arrow at the bonom of the screen. Press Down 
on the remote and another green fish will appear. Press Enter to see 
Dory in awe Of you, before Marlin tugs her away. 

Shrek 

Two hidden eggs are buried on this double DVD set. Pop in either one of 
the two discs and select the "Special Features" menu section. Press the 
Up arrow twice until the Gingerbread Man's buttons turn orange. Now 
press Enter to read a random Shrek "Fun Fact"- each time you visit this 
egg, it'll be a different fact. A second egg is on the second disc. Navigate 
over to the word ‘Play’ but do not press Enter just yet. Irtstead, press the 
Up arrow on trie remote and a musical note will illuminate orange. Now 



press Enter to view the 'Shrek In the Swamp Karaoke 
Osnce Party." Hilarous.' 


Pirates of the Caribbean 

This swashbuckling two-drsc set includes many hidden 
Easier egg treasures, ranging from Japanese trailers of 
the Him to a clever behind-the-scenes look ai special 
effects. For a humourous clip, pop in the second DVD and 
select 'Moonlight Serenade" from the mam rnenu. Once 
Inside, press the Down arrow on the OVD remote twice 
and one of the skull's teeth will turn bright yellow Press 
Enter and guitarist Keith ftichaids from the band The 
Rolling Stones will explain why he believes Johnny Depp’s 
portrayal of Jack Sparrow was influenced by his trade- 
mark swagger and facial twitches 

By MarcSaltiman 




Poppins and tigers and 
thunderbirds, oh my! 

Mary Poppins - 40th Anniversary Edition 

■rww.dltneydird.con Met: $27.99 
Special featires inclade: 

• 'I tova to UB|h' f«t-top gane 

• Rare bebind-the-scann footage 

• Nnarbefore-heard deleted soeg. "Chimpaiioo' 

• Kll-aew aniiielee adventure hosted by Julie Andrews 

Perhaps the greatest chddren'E musical to ever hit die big screen, Mary 
Popoms tels the story of an enchanting nanny w^io magcally makes even the 
• ... mundane chores fur. Songs Ike 

'Supercaiifragitlstlcexpialldociaus'. 'Chim Chim Cher-ee'. 
and 'A Spoonful of Sugar* have been charming children 
for decades and hold just as much appeal now as they 
ever did. ‘Hie 40th Anniversary Edition DVD is jam- 
pecked with features that will appeal to parents and chil- 
dren alike, ncluding instant access to any of the movie's 
songs, plenty of tnvie for Poppins buffs, interactive 
lk^i[ gemes. behind-the-scenes footage, and even a lost Mary 
Pomiins song 

Two Brothers 

www.tHiohrothsnmoiiie.flet Price: $27.99 
Special feeigret include: 

• Several oducetioaal mini-documontariu ncluding ‘Tiger Brotherg*. Tiger 
Traintrt", end 'Wiid About Tigers' 

• Comaeitary ead joimel by director Jeto-Jacguei Annaud 

Ihese days, if a rnowe isn't conputer animated or doesn’t have kiads of spe- 
cial G^ts kids don't seem to want anything to do with it. Two Brothers is the 

— . movie industrys latest Ive action casualty: despite wide- 

^ BRO^E Rb spread enbeal acclaim it took in a paltry $1 6 miller at 
North American bot offices. A story about a pair of 
estranged tiger siblings who find each other in adulthood 
i w and emoefk on an amazing journey home together Two 

I Brothers was guded by the expert hand of JeaiKJacgues 
Annaud director of the classic family movie The Bear. 
What It lacle in talking toys end raucous humour Two 
Brothers more then makes up For with its touching story 
end the niAle hearts of its feline prota^ists. 

Thunderbirds 

www.thunderblrdsniovie.com Price: $27.99 
Special foaturt* mdode: 

• (Rploratioii cl lady Peoeloiio’s gadgets aad accessoriM 
a Sekearsal and deaign loelago 

• Uutie video by Bsat 

Okay, who ordered the tug budget HoHywood movie based on e dubious 40- 
year-old puppetmation TV senes? And how much did they pay actors Ike Ben 
Kingsley and Bill Paxton to do it? hbpefully not much, since Thunderbirds 
flopped like a puppet without any strings when it was released last summer. 

Still, It's not as bad as you might thnk Sort of a hi-tech 
iHiimiii-HHMM ^0™ Alone with Spy Kids sensibilibes, Thunderbirds 
focuses on the youngest member of the Tracy famly, 

Alan, as he and his frends try to outfox a group of bad 
t guys who have invaded the Thunderbirds' island intent on 
stealing their hi-tech vahicles. It's nothing more chan 
mindless entertainmenc. but kids will be mesmerized by 
the special effects and parents will quetiy admire the 
surprisingly die sixties-m^ired set design. 

By Chad Sapieba 
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Featajre: Test Lab 


Test Lab: Entry-level digital cameras 


Sending the kids off on a March Break field tnpwiththe Emily’s digital 
camera In tow en'i likely, nor is ii terribly smart. Digital cameras are an 
Investment In documenting family happenings and while the pictures 
the kids took while sitting in a canoe at camp will add some Davour to 
the family^ photo album, It's probably not worth the risk. 

As digital cameras keep improving on the high end, the price of entry, 
level digital cameras falls while ihe capabilities of said entry-level cam- 
eras improve. 

HUD tested five entry-level digital cameras that might be suitabte for 
kids. Many of these cameras would also serve as a good introduction to 
digital photography for Ihe film holdouts in your life 
We asked manu^iurers to submit sub-SBOO digital cameras for evalua- 
tion. As these cameras are the entry-level in the huge and still Rowing 
digital arena and are being evaluated with kids in mind, the criteria 
they’re held to Is different than it might be for higher end or even mid- 
lange digicams. 

The usual criieiia such as megapixel count, zoom capability and the like 
are still taken into consideration, although when evaluating digital cam- 
eras suitable for kids, other Actors like durability, eipandabilily and ease 
of use are at least as important. If an entry-level digital cameia isn’t sim- 
ple to operate it likely won’t see the constant use it should - the benefit 
of not having to buy film is practically lost in this case 
In a similar vein, these are also important features to look lor in a first 
digital camera (or those people whose VCRs still fash 12 00- or to 
update the clichd for the new millennium, for those who still have VCRs 
Relative to mid-range and higher end digital cameras, the entry-level 
obviously makes some sacrifices. Users shouldn’t expect, for example, 
the f^i Start up or image processing high megapixel counts, large LCD 
screens or excellent industrial design their more fully featured brethren 

That said, the cameras submitted are for the most part quite capable 
They all incorporate a movie mode for capturing short, generally 
320x240 lesolulion clips and while none In this round up give access to 
aperture or shutter speed controls for Fine-tuning shois, many allow 
users to access exposure settings to raise or lower the exposure value 
to the shooting situation and in some cases, allow users to choose the 
virtual film speed to change the way In which the camera captures light. 


Kodak EaayShare CX7330 

The name of Kodak’s 'EasyShare" line gives away its core ideals ...as a 
product title perhaps should. A central theme with cameras in the 

EasyShare line is simplicity; 

Info Box 


$3C» 
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with the CX7330. Kodak has 
clearly paid a lot of attention to 
ease of use in the product 
development cycle 
Selecting a scene mode is an 
instantly familiar throwback to 
point-and-shoot film photogra- 
phy. Rather than bury scene 
selection settings [auto, sport, 
night, lartdscaps and close-up) 
in on-screen menus as some 
other cameras in the lab have, 
Kodak opted to mount them on 
a thumb dial on top of the cam- 





era that also acts as an on/off switch. With a similar goal in mind, navi- 
gating on-screen menus when necessary is simple thanks to stra'^ht 
forward setting names and instantly discernable icons. Whett selecting a 
scene mode, a brief description of the mode and its intended use pops 
upon the screen too. 

The catch with keeping thirds as sirnple as possible comes in that as 
users develop an understanding of digital photography, they will likely 
outgiow the camera’s hand-holding style. 

With a 3.1 megapixel resolution and Kodak’s own quality optical glass, 
the D(2330 takes sharp and true pictures. Printing maxes out at about a 
5x2 print as with other 3 megapixel cameras. 

Kodak’s EasyShare software is perfect lor novices, often using one-but- 
ton automation to accomplish the most common digital photo fixes 
However, the hand-holding style will quickly stymie those who want to 
grow beyond its confines. It incorporates some fun effects that kids will 
likely enjoy playlngaroundwithandis a pretty powerful photo album 
and organization tool. 


Info Box 


FujiFiim FinePix A330 

While too large to Fit comfortably in a shirt pocket, Fuji’s FinePix A330 is 
a good emry-level digital camera. 

Fuji’s A series represents Ihe lower end of cameras in the line and the 
A330 is the most basic of the lot. It still manages to squeeze in features 
found In some mid-range cameras however. As shuiterbugs run into 
some of the Inherent limitations of the automatic approach to photogra- 
phy and choose to exert more control, they may be treked by an inap- 
propriately labeled 'manual' 
mode Rather than give users 
some say in the selection of 
aperture or shutter speed how- 
ever. setting the camera in 
manual only serves to unlock a 
previously hidden portion of 
the menu where users can 
access exposure compensa- 
tion settings (-2.1 to -^l.S EV) 
or choose from a wider than 
average range of white balance 
presets. 

A few different shooting modes 
allow for some limited fine-tun. 
ing in the way images are cap- 
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POWER SUPPLY 

The ultimate advanced cable manasement PSU, delivers maximum 
reliability and stable, filtered, whisper quiet power to gamers, PC 
enthusiasts and power users! 


PoKMk Intormatiqut Extrema PC 

www.poMik^om www.extreme-pc.ei 
S14Sg38S$8 $19-621144« 


NCIX Memory Express 

www.ntlx.eom www.memoryexprass.ei 
1-(Ba-624-98a8 403-2S3-S676 


Infonec Computers 
www.infonec.com 
905-305-06$$ 


Canada Computers 
vw.canadacomputers.ec 
905-946-9666 


416-251-2215 


1-666-632-S436 


PC Cyber Filtech Vibe Computers 

rww.pccyber.ca www.filleelicomputer.com www.vlbecomputefs.ee 
613-224-9995 416-204-9904 604-278-8423 


NIcroBytes Sonnam 

•rw.microbytBS.com www.sonnatn.com 
1-877-642-7629 416-598-0557 


Mega PC 
vw-meoapc-com 
514-341-4119 


CIPC 

vww.cipc-lnfo.com 

514-495-4636 


Tomken Tecbnolegin 
www.tomkencompulers.ci 
905-625-9889 


Bigfoot Computers 
w.bigfoetcempulers.c< 
416-769-8495 


RB Computing 
www.shoprbc.com 
613-629-9994 


UicroKool 


Logic Computer House 
ww.legic compute rhouse.coi 
905.415.0909 






Feature: Test 



luted however, including a nighi mode that will hold ihe shuiiei open for 
up to two seconds, sport for fast aciion. landscape and macro. 


Considering the target market forthe A330,the fact that Fuji’s excellerti 
l-Menu doesn't make an appearance is a disappantnnent. With it, users 
would have had access to ISO settings, resolution and virtual film lype- 
standaid, black and white and chrome (slide film equivalent) - and been 
able to make simple changes to the wag images are captured on the Fly. 
Like all recent Fuji cameras, Ihe A330 uses xO media for image storage, 
which features fester write speeds than most older media. However, it 
also comes at a slight price premium. 

The FinePix Viewer software that comes bundledisagoodmeansofcat- 
aldguingimages.willtake care of common photo problems like red ege 
and can perform simple edits like rotate and crop. However, double-click- 
ing on a photo in Viewer opens Microsoft Photo Editor [standard with 
most Windows installs} for colour balance, brightness and contrast 
adjustment and the like. No fun borders, greeting card projects or similar 
for the Kids. ImageMixer VCD software is included, which makes creating 
a photo VCO or DVD for playback on a standard DVD players a simple 
process. 


Concord EyeQ 43B3Z 

Concord manages to pack in some features generally found in mid-range 
digital cameras while keeping with an entry-level price point with its 
EyeO 43&3Z. That said, H makes some sacrifices relative to some 'brand 
name’ entry-level digicams. 

At four megapixels, the 43S4Z has the highest non-interpolated resolu- 
tion CCD of the cameras tested. However, the optics contained in the lens 
assembly are of lower quality. 
What this equates to is a higher 
resolution capture of a some- 
what inferior image. When 
images are displayed on a TV 
monitor using the included AV 
cables, when transferred to a 
PC monitor and when printed, 
captured images appearslight- 
ly washed out. 

The 3X zoom is controlled using 
a rocker switch that is located 
in a comfortable position when 
using the rangefinder. The 
mechanics of the zoom are sur 


prisingly noisy though, and Ihe lens assembly ofihe unit tested makes 
a disconcerting'clicK' when the inner portion of the lens is retracted 
during looming- 

Whlle the shooting modes have to be selected on-screen, they are 
accessible and varied. Modes include night forcapturingdark scenes 
using a tripod, indoor, landscape, sunset, snow and a few others. 

The camera ships with Phoiolmpresslon ZOOO software, a basic image 
correction program that incorporates some fun projects like greeting 
card creation. However for novice image editors and younger children, 
Ihe software may prove a bit too complex, optmgfor slider bars and 
numerous menu items rather than the one-button fixes such users 
desire. 

While it certainly has its crosses to bear, the EyeQ 43S3Z's higher than 
average megapixel count and relative low price make a fairly compelling 
argument. Iialsocomes with a camera case, a unique feature for cam- 
eras in this roundup. 



HP Photosmart M307 

HP’s Photosmart M30? tries to keep things simple by dedicating bunons 
to many of the most oft-used functions; seven buttons sit on the back of 
the unit along with a zoom rocker switch, power switch and a four-way 
directional pad. Functions like shooting mode. Dash toggle, self-timer 
and photo sharing sit to the left of the relatively large LCD screen while 
Others surround the screen above and to the nght. Somehow the imer- 
feceonihe back doesn't seem cluttered and if purchasinga camera for a 
novice, they will likely appreciate having plainly-labeled buttons avail- 
able at a glance. 

Picture quality is reasonable when displayed on a PC monKor or printed 
but generally lacks contrast and often displays gram even when shoot- 
ing in daylight conditioihs. 
Without the optional HP M- 
Series Dock ($45), images 
can’t be displayed on a televi- 
sion monitor. 

For beginner users, the HP 
Instant Share feature follows a 
simple setup process on the 
PC and allows for common 
sharing tasks like prlntingand 
emailing images to be auto- 
mated upon connection to the 
PC with HP's Image Zone soft- 
ware installed. 

The MQ7 doesn’t incorporate 
HP's excellent guided panora 
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Feature: Test Lab 


^■Jlediasonic 

Mediasonic 2.5" 

One-fiutlon Backup 

l/SBP ^ 

^ * 39.33 

Overview : 

■ 2.5' Hard drive enclosure 

- Cusiomize Hard Drive Size 

- 1-butlon push auto backup 
-Ideal for SOHO 




For more mediasonic products 
please visit www.mediasonic.ca 

or e>mai) us at saies@mediasonic.ca 
One-Button Backup Photo Storage 

Smart Drive ^ , ,, hsrp 

X s Drive Pro famikj 
VP300WOHD <123 

VP33iaWoH0 «149 

VP361D'20SI.B'HD <899 

BoDol Fimllg 

Photo Bank w/o HD *79 
PhotoviewertTVoul) <99 


* 59.99 

Overview 

- 3.5" Hard drive enclosure 

- Customize Hard Drive Size 

- l-button push auto backup 
-ideal for SOHO 


Contact ‘ybu r Local 
'li’fioCcsatcr & ‘DcaCer 
for mare infomation 

Ontario ^ea contact : 
Computer Canada. net 
www.computercanada.nel 
905-479-3992 

Online. Stare: 

www.NCIX.com 


BenO DC E30 

BenO, a company whose name is derived from ihe slogan 'bring ertei- 
lainmeni and quality to life' recently got into the digital camera game. 

Us initial offenngs in the mid-range digital camera market are surprising- 
ly good - especially (or a first attempt - and generally offer a ^irly 
significant price savings over similarly equipped cameras, although the 
OC E30 doesn't fare as well as entry-level models from other manufac- 
turers in this round up however. 

That said, at about S150 and given its ultra-compact sizesuiBble for 
slippingin to even a small pocket, it could well be a great introductory 
camera (orkids. 

The most notable feature lacking m the E30 is optical zoom. Instead, the 
camera incorporates a 4X digital zoom. Also, owing to its ultra-compact 
size, the flash is mounted directly above the lens with less than 2cm 


ma mode, which is a disappointment as it's an excellent feature and 
would be especially fun for kids and compelling for novices. 

HP's Image Zone software puts the most common image editing 
functions within easy reach and effectively automates them to a 
large degree. 

The M30? IS comfortable in the hand; a sculpted wave on the front of ihe 
camera feels natural and the zoom functions, shutter and movie record- 
ing buttons are easy to use when holding the camera with one hand The 
shell Itself looks sleekand feeis sturdy despite the fact that 'it’s com- 
posed almost entirely of plastic. 

HPs entry level offenng gives users a chance to grow ir to a lew of its 
more advanced features as users become bmlllar with the camera and 
Ihe types of shots it produces such as I5Q speeds and exposure value 
compensation (-2.0 to-r2.0EV] 


between them. Budding pho- 
tographers are therefore 
required to give a bi of 
thought to the positioning of 
the camera relative to the sub- 
ject when the flash is on, as it’s 
even more prone than usual to 
capture flash glare from sur- 
ges and red eye from human 

Unfortunately, the EBQ’s menu 
systems aren't as intuitive as 
other entry-level digital 
cameras, requiring much trial 
and error navigation while 
shuiterbugs get used to the 
menu layout. 

With only two shooting modes - macro and landscape - and wth pre- 
cious little access to advanced functions, entry-level photographers will 
likely Bsi outgrow the E3D. As a quick and dirty decent resolution pock- 
et-sizeo camera though. It does the job. 


info Box 

t siirttBled pnc9: $149 99 
megspiBi 
Bactarytypa AAA 
ISMS mtacrwl /upto 
iMBSD (riotncluoedi 
Screen MS 1 SHochLCO 


-uvacbon or rocherging 


ConcluBion; 

For its solid feel, excellent image editing and cataloguing software, price, 
larger LCD screen, simplicity and room for growth. HP's M3D2 camera is 
the clear winner for kids and digital newbies. 

By Andrew Moore-Crispin 
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Digital Photography Tutorial T4 


Learning Co see es the camera "sees" 



<ng dQtial plBstt surgtry or 


Part 2 Will the real white balance please stand up 

Last month I Introdjced the idea that what we perceive isn’t the st 
what the camera records. The camera can only follow the laws o( physics 
and optics, while we humans have a mind full of memories, concepts and 
beliefs that Filter the sensory ^formation captured by our eyes. 

Colour is one of those phenomena. A few months ago (Sepi. 2004 is 
of HUB] I presented photos of the same scene that wereiahen with tl 


camera^ white balance setting set to auto, dayli^i. and manual. Which 
one was the most accurate? A more relevant question is "which one do 
we like the best?' 

Using a fixed white balance setting such as "daylight" will get you close, 
but the manual white balance feature allows you to more finely tune your 
setting. This is because the daylight setting of your camera is set to 
around S.SOO degrees Kelvin but daylight colour temperature varies 
throughout the day and from one location to another - anywhere from 
4,SOO-1D,000+ degrees Kelvin, To get the whites right, it's best to take a 
manual reading. 

Finding a pure white object In a scene isn't always easy, and using a 
sheet of white bond paper, or the fecial target cards available from well- 
stocked photo stores, while tried and true, isn't always convenient. One 
solution I have been using comes from EtqioDIsc Corp 
|www.expDdisc.coTii).!t is a highly tuned white balance filter that attach- 
es to the filter thread on your lens. It’s an expensive product, ranging from 
USSlDO-Sl^ depending on Filler size (a budget line is available for 
USS20 less). However, using H is simple: attach it to the lens, take a man- 
ual white balance, remove it, and start shooting. 

Using a correct whtle balance setting will help you create more accurate 
colour in your photos, which Is highly desirable in many cases. For exam- 
ple, I sometimes document artists' paintings, and reproducing the colours 
accurately is a paramount goal. 

Having said that, sometimes using an "incorrect" white balance setting 
createsa more pleasing photo. This is the brain at work again, moderating 
what the physics of vision brinp in. With pictures of people, for example. 


we tend to be more forgiv- 
ing of-oreven prefer- 
shifts toward the warm 
side of the spectrum. 
Portrait photographers 
will use warming filters to 
make the subject appear 
rosier or tawnier, and we 
Interpret h positively as a 
healthy glow. Outdoor 
photographers too might 
attach a warmingfilier or 
UV filler to take some of 
the Uueness out of a 
landscape photo. 

One of the benefits of 
digital photography is that 
you don't need a bank of 
filters to tune the fixed 
colour temperature of a roll of film. Digital cameras have a number of 
temperature settings programmed in. Try shooting outdoors with the 
white balance set to Incandescent, and vice versa. Try taking a white 
balance reading using a pale pink card or a pale blue one as a target. 

Alternatively, you can tune your colour after the fact in an image edi- 
tor. Some include special filters designed to reproduce the effects of 
existingphotographic filters. 

6y David Tanaka 
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Confidence! 


Dedicated Server 


Server Colocaticm 


Web HostingSdi^ j Dedicated Server Server Colocation 


• Linux and Windows Hostirg 

• Upto 2,000 MB Web Storage 

• Upto 50,000 MB Data Transfer 

• POP / IMAP Email Accounts 

• Web-based Email Access 

• Email Atlases/Forwarding 

• Email Virus Scanning ^ 

by Symantec Carrier Scan Scrs'cr™ 

• Multiple FTP accounts 

• MS Frontpage Support 

> PHP/ CGI /ASP /ColdFusion 
■ Database Support 

• E-commerce Ready 

• SSL Secure Server 

• Website Statistics 

• Web-based Control Panel 

• Toll Free Phone and Email Support 

• FROM ONLY $6.95/mo. 

Domain Registration ^“ssiS/yr 

• .com,.net,.ofg,.ca,,biz,.info 

• free domain parking 

• free "under construction" page. 


Linux Server only $149/mo 


• 40GB Hard Drive 

• too G8 Monthly OataTransfers 

• Fedora Linux Server ^ 

• fw/m^Pro for Linux ^«enslm 

• Web-6ased Control Panel 

• Host Unlimited Domains 

• SetupFee: S149 

• Monthly Fee: S149 

Windows Server $249/mo 

• Intel Celeron 1.7GHz 
■512MB RAM 

■ 40GB Hard Drive 

■ 100 GBMonthlyOata Transfers 

■ Windows Server 2003 Web Edition 

• insim* Pro forWindows 
•Web-Based Control Panel 

• Host UpTo 250 Domains 

• Setup Fee; $249 

• Monthly Fee: $249 


' ■ Dedicated Server Cabinet 

■ Fully Redundant BGP4 Network 

• lOOMbpsFastEthemetSwKchedPort 

• UPS Power 

■ Diesel Generator 

• Temperature Controlled Environment 

• 24/7 Facility Access 

• OnlineTratfic Reports 

• Secure Facility with 24-Hour Monitoring 

• Convenient Free Car Parking 

Now More Data Transfers! 

1/8 Rac k 20GBTr ansfer $150/mo 

^1/8 Rack 200GBTransfgr S 200/m o 
; 1/4 Ra ck SOOGB Transfer $450/mo 

. 1/2Rack SOOGBTransfer S600/m<» 

f Full Rack SOOGBTransfer S995/mo 

I Mbps Fixed bandwidth PieaseCall 


ln2nGt provides you with fan reliable web servers, shared or dedicated professionally configured to perform strotsg and pneed 
affordaUy. Our company has helped thousands of Canadian businesses and individuals establish their web presence slrsce 1 996. 

InTnetPerformartMOedkatedServeKaVTseout-of-boKreKf/tohonwebsites. Al hardware, software and bandwidth binduded along 
with powerful graphical user interfeces for rson-iechnkal adminstiaiors to operate the server. For Hosting Ptovfders, webmasters & 
individuals who need full control and customization • wittsout the hardware investment costs. Order today and begin hosting tomorrow. ■ 

Web Hosting Solutions from DolUrHost offers support for many popular applicabonsat affordable prices. 


Call inZnetTodayfor More Info. 1-888.638-99S3.www.ln2net.com 




Personal Computing 


Building the Ultimate Gaming PC: Part Five 


Last time on Building the Ultimate Gaming PC: “WKh 
trembling hand and bated breath, I pressed the Power 
On button...' 

And now mis trorth's exciting conclusion (for a recap of previous mstall- 
mems, visit Htjbcanatla.com). 

The PC now known as Mutant came on' ntai's right! It worked! First time! 
Hot dog! Ii powered up no problem’ Flashing lights, glowing ^n covers and 
all! Granted, the resulting tight show looked like a circus midway on speed, 
but Mutant worked! 

Loading Windows XP Prowassimllarly painless -at least, as painless as 
installing Windows XPever is. In the only time the software installa- 
tions got tricky was with some of the kids’ combal-ielaied games. 

The reason: Windows Pro XP Is a multi-user system; we set it up with an 
all-powerful Administrator account plus individual fomily user accounts of 
lesser power. Unfortunately, some of the kids' games would only work If 
played with full Administrator privileges. When you're trying to keep your 
kids from changirtg your settings, this can proveto be a problem As a 
result, some of these games can only be played when Dad or Mom 
IS around. 

Performance 

Together, Mutants Intel 3.6 GHa Pentium 4 EE (Extreme Edition) CPU chip 
and Mutant's Abit /iGuru AAB-3rd Eye motherboard rock!The performance 



on this machine is astounding: no hesitation, just solid speed and perform- 
ance I panicularly like theAbrt external 'Guru Clock' that lets youmonitw 
the system's performance and temperature - a very worthwhile device 
indeed. Ft's also nice to know that Guru Clock's ‘Quick □C’ overclocking 
option - you can push a button to ramp up your CPU speed - is always at 
hartd. However, so far Mutant has been running so fast that I haven't rteed- 
edto use It. 

Overall. I have no complaints about Mutant as the Uitlmaie Gaming PC. All 
of the components - the Intel CPU, Abit mobo. ATI Radeon video card, 
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It's a bright idea! 


> No prepaymertt 

> No banner ads 

> No busy signals 


> Free e>mail support 

* Free anti-spam and 

anti-virus email filtering 

> internet access in 1 ,073 cities 
in Conada 
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access 

1 ■ 888 - 478-2733 

$9.05 per month plu* taxes. 


I www.ideal-access.com 
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Corsair XMS DDR2 memory. Western Digital 10,000 RPM and Maxtor 7,200 
RPM hard disks. Plextor external DVD-RW, Logitech keyboard and mouse, 
and Altec Lansing 5.1 surround system - have performed without a single 
problem I have also been impiessed by the 17-inch Samsung flat panel 
monitor we started with, and the 19-inch AG Neovo LCD monitor subse- 
quently sent to us by RadioShack: both wak well for gaming. 

Meanwhile, the Mutant Mods case does look preny cool with all its flashing 
lights, although sometimes I have to Shut ihem off to keep from gettinga 
headache. Still, they are a very sharp addition, and the Mutant Mods dear 
plastic case does lodt pretty spacey. 

My only regret is that I was unable to get the clear-fronted internal CD- 


RW/DVD RW drives that I was seeking; it seems that they ate no longer 
made because the clear plastic wasn't strong enough. The Reitor internal 
PX-7t6A CD-RW/DVD-RW that just arrived may do, because it comes with a 
removable (and thus paintable) bezel and optical disk tray covet. 

Lessons learned 

Having completed my first PC in years, I am astounded by how much easi- 
er it is to build such systems these days. The components fit relatively 
easily, and the software goes on without too much fuss. 

This said, there are a few things l learned from this experience that I 
would like to pass on: 

First, be sure to look over your case and components before you build, to 
fgureout how they go together. Otherwise you'll end up in the position I 
aid in Part Four, vrfien I had to remove the internal hard drive tower to 
install the drives. In ^ct. I lost a number of hours from repeatedly remov- 
mgthe power supply to put other items in place. 

Second, don't be surprised that different books will tell you to install dif- 
ferent components at different times. For instance, one will tell you to put 
the motherboard in Rrst, while a second will insist that the drives should 
go ih first. 

Recently. I started building a media centre PC using the Intel D925XCV 
mobo that was originally slated For Mutant (until the Abit AA8 came in], I 
was somewhat surprised to see Intel's advice to install both the memory 
and CPU before even putting the mobo into the case' (This said, Ido rec- 
ommend Maximum PC's 'Guide to Buildinga Dream PC'. Tiis is a great 
book for the beginning PC builder.] 

What should you do? Given the problems that I had installing the drives 
inside the Mutant Mods case, I would scope out your project based on the 



# 

Fast, Fun 

■ 


p 


Optica] Device 



Colorful. 


Like a chameleon, AOpen Optical devices blend in with your computer perfectly. 
(With the help of bundled interchangeable black, white and beige faceplates) 



SiJCIftSI ! , Drive 


Gei yours now at a retail store near youl 




Wirt»rfCowpy » f Were Medic Lo^kCompvtwrHcui 




'«’ii 99 BS>a gi 


r cetia«< Bt • 




QOpen 

www.aopen.com 


I.8S8.97.AOPEN 


uA^wJnijbcariacjELCC>Ti 


^^QTChSOOS - Ht ITV PigirTiil I n mg T T i r n nr n i > ii i 


T05 




Personal Computing 



lliTihs of yOJrcase. For instance, if i^'re up against an internal tower, as I 
was with the Mutant Mods case, put the drives in first before adding the 
mobo. Sut if your case doesn't have any accessibility problems, put in the 
power supply, nvbo and CPU first, followed by the memory, video card, 
and then the drives. 

Third, keep some spare computer screws on hand, because you never 
know when youll need them. Meanwhile, be sure to keep your parts neatly 
stored either in resealable plastic bags or bottles, because you never know 


when a cat might walk through your work site. 

Fourth, before you close up the case, be sure to double-check all of your 
connections. Is the CPU fan plugged in. and are its blades unencumbered 
by wires? Are the memory cards clicked into place? Is the video card 
seated properly? Did you plug the USB and FireWire conneaions Into the 
right pins? Did you connect the power supplies to all of the drives? Does 
the case close cleanly, whhout pinching any of the wires? Basically, h 
makes sense to do a mental walkthrough of thecorryiuter’s insides, 
repeating each step of the installation visually to make sure you didn't 
miss anything. 

Rnally, is it really worth the extra money to buy top-end components? IF 
you can afford to, the answer is definitely yes! If you can't, then shop 
carefully to get what matters. For Instance. If you’re a gamer, get a decent 
quality video card with its own onboard CPU. This will ensure that your 
video doesn't stutter or drag Meanwhile, if you like a big display but don't 
have the money for a large fiat panel, get a big CRT monitor Instead. 

As Forthe flashing lights. LED-illuminated LCD covers, and clear plastic 
case sold by Mutant Mods? Although they're rnot essentials, I find that 
they really do add to the funof my Ultimate Gaming PCThis Is why I have 
quietly slipped a Mutant Mods Red Meteor B^bte Tube inside the home 
media center PC I'm building now. The Bubble Tube adds some sparkle and 
activity that peeks through the black metal case's far grills every nowand 

The bottom line: as I have proved, any average person can build their own 
Ultimate Gaming PC these days. Computer components have become so 
easy to work with, and software has improved so much, that what used to 
be impossibly daunting has become moderately challenging Besides, 
nothing impresses your kids like building your own PC. 

By James Careless 
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Personal CompLfting 


PC music making - 
a newbie’s guide 

For many people who walk into a music store hopirtg to start a 
home studio, the experience Is completely intimidating: Walls of 
keyboards, racks of expensive modules and mixing boards, and of 
course wires everywhere 

The ^ci IS that to start abase, barebones home studio for record- 
ing audio all you need are three simple components- a PC with a 
soundcard, your instrument of choice, and a slm^e software pro- 
gram for recording, mixirtg and editing your tracks. 

Recording audio into a PC can be as simple as plugging an electric 
instrument or microphone into the soundcard and hming recordon 
Windows' built-in sound recorder, found under the Accessories > 
Entertainment lab in the Start menu and titled, conveniently, 
"Sound Recorder." Of course, if you actually want to work with more 
than one track at a time artd 'overdub* parts over top of each other, 
you're going to need a more advanced mixer/ediior program. Sul 
we’re getting ahead of ourselves ... 

Plugging in 

All standard PC soundcards have multiple jacks ['ports*) at the 
back of the machine- the microphone jack, the line-in (used to plug 
in any sound source, from a keyboard to a CD player] and thellne- 
out [headphone/speaker jack). Certain soundcards may have other 
jacks, such as additional line-outs and thedigital out, which sup- 
ports S.l surround sound and digital speakeis. 

Plugmicrophones into the mic Input and instruments like electric 
pianos and guitars into the llrta-in. MIDI keyboards can be recorded 
as audio tracks by plugging them into the line-in as well. 

Some converters mi^t be required here to turn one end of the 
1/4-inch patchcord cables used for guitars and keyboards into the 
smaller stereo mini 
lack required for the 
back of the sound- 
card. These stereo 
minis can be pur 
chasedcheaply for 
about SlO or less. 
Some keyboards 
may also have 
stereo separaton 
(separate left and 
nght speaker out- 
puts). In this case, you need a Y-adapterto lead From the L and R 
into the single Hne-in cable heading Into the line-in jack. Failing 
that, use the L channel, as most keyboards use that channel for 
monaural ['mono’, or single-channel) output. 

More advanced sourtdeards have front-nwunted input modules 
located in one of the computer's bays that typically have 1/4-inch 
line-ins right out front, which cuts down on the hassle tremendous- 
ly. These link up iniemally within the computer case to help 
process the audio. Some even have bonus features, like FireWire 
inputs. [Although, if you’ve bothered to invest in such a sound card 
you're likely way ahead of this tutorial already'] 

Software 

Audio mixirtg/editing software wilt allow you to record multiple 
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Personal Compi •' 


audio tracks that cart be layered on top oFeach other to fornt a complete 
piece of music. These programs can be as expensive and complicated as 
you wartt them to be. (For some high-end options, check out the sidebar.) 

Agood starter program is one called Audacity (audacity sourcef(}rge net J. 
an open source [read: Free] program that takes up only 7.2 MS on your 
hard drive. The program lacks rttanyoF the bells and whistles oFittore 
advanced programs, so not only is it less confusing and therefore perfect 
for beginners, but it's also not so much of a resource hog. 

Of course, the more components you add to your studio, the more quality 
you'll be able to squeeze out of your recordings. Tempting as it is to 
splurge on a lot of gear, however, it's pointless if you don't know how to 
used Master the basics first. 

3y Eiin Bell 


Softwaia alternatives 

Fcr the deeper of pockA here are links to the downloedable txisl 
demos of three high end mmer/editors If you Ida vshat you'vs tried, how- 
ever, be prepared ra shell out a few hundred dolbrs for the reel thing. 
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Acid Are 6 
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Dali Optiplex dasktops 

Dell's recent refresh of its line of corporate desktop PCs keeps with 
the untque requirements of business spplicaiions, The Optiplex series 
Is designed for fast deployment, easy diagnosis of problems that may 
arise and, thanks to the European Union’s increasingly stria environ- 
tnrrrtal guidelines, more eco-friendly disposal when the time comes. 
Four LEO status indicators allow IT service personnel to quickly diag- 
nose 24 possible hardware malfunaions and colour coded release 
levers and sockets allow for tool-free switching and upgrading 
of components. 

By nearing adherence to the 
EU's Reduaion of Hazardous 
Substances before the July 
2006 deadline [which calls 
for a reduaion in environ- 
mental hazards traditionally 
associated with elearonic 
components, including lead, 
bromides and mercury), the 
Optiplex takes an important 
step toward the lead-free 
desktop machine, which Dell 
says drastically reduces 
lead conteni as compared 
with even current generation 
machines. 



Casio Exilim Zoom additions 

Cask) may not be the first company that comes to mind when thinking 
digital cameras in Canada, however the company has been quietly 
rolling out good produa all the while. 

The latest additions to its Exilim Zoom ljr>e areiheEX-Z?50 andEX ZSP, 
(WO consumer-level digital cameras set to hit retail shelves in April at 
esrimaied prices of SSSO and 1490 respeaively {from USt449 99 
and USS3d9.99]. 

Both models incorporate a large LCD screen that dominates the back 
ofthecameras;theEX-Z750 has a 2.5-inch screen where the EX-ZS7i 
clocks in at 2.7.inches but sacririces the optical viewfinder found in 
(he other model. The cameras feature 7.2 and 5.0 megapixel resolu- 
tions respectively and boast fast startup, write speeds and plaure 
preview and negligible shuner lag -at .OT seconds from release to 
record, the company says 
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*1 started my first ever web page 1 year ago. I've had other competitors contact 
me and tried to get me to switch but I would rather fight than switch. After all. 
why spoil a good thing? Yes, I'm a hapoy customer'" 

Bob Nix, Sarnia, ON 


www.ehosting.ca or CalM .866.738.2077. 



Everyone is a winner. 
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Digit;izing your music 

One of ihe perennial challen^ of this new digital age is how to get your 
oldaudiofavourites into digital format, Perhaps the powers-lhat-be haven't 
decided to release your bvourite Foghat album on CD yet. Maybe you've 
just got a twenty-year-old audio cassette of your kids singing 'Itsy Bitsy 
Spider* that you warn to use to embarrass them in from of their new hus- 
band or wife. Whatever the reason, you want to turn those old memories 
into MP3sorCDs 

Method 1: Kickin' it old>school 

There are two main ways to gel your old audio files Into your computer. 
The first is to hook the audio source directly to the audio Input fourtd on 
your sound card. There are sound rards such as the Creative Audigy 


Pletinum series, each of which has an internal or external box with addi- 
tional audio input connectors, includingRCA connectors for hooking up 
home audio components. 

If you have an old-school sound card, all is not lost: most sound cards fea- 
turea 1/8-inch jack for audio input. Typically, what you'll need is an 
adapter cable that has a 1/8-inch stereo plug on one end and two RCA con- 
nectors on the other; this will allow you to hook directly to components 
like a cassette deck, VCR. or other similar componptt. Many amplifiers 
also have RCA connectors with audio outputs, typically marked as some- 
thing like 'tape rec’ (because they're supposedly designed to your con- 
nected cassette deck to record from other components)! you can often 
hijack oite of these outputs, allowing you to capture audio from anything 
that's connected to your stereo, if it's close enough to the computer, 
Hooking directly to aturntable can be a bittrickier, fora few reasons. The 
first big problem isthat the signal coming 
directly from turntables is very quiet, and 
a direa connection into your PC (using 
adapters and cables, of course) typcally 
yields Sub-optimal results. The second is 
that many turntables require grounding, 
and ur>les$ you can properly ground the 
turntable, ’hat sgnal - already quiet - 
may be overwhelmed by a buzzing noise. 
Depending on how dedicated you are to 
digitizing your old IPs, you may want to 
consider buyinga new turntable with its 
own built-in preamp, because it should 
solve both problems. Radio Shack has a 
model for about S150: we used the $180 
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Sony PS-LX250H. Both of these turntables have a switch under the patter 
that allows you to turn pre-amp on. allowing you to record directly into a 
PC, or to hook up to a modem amplifer without a Phono input. 

After you've gotten your hardware in place and your line levels are set, 
you're ready to start recording. If you've ever used the bulk in Windows 
sound recorder, you already realize it's a piece of crap, so it's time to look 
foran alternative. 

Before you go buying a new piece of software, check to make sure you 
don't already have a better audio recorder pre-loaded onto your system as 
part ofyour audio card's software bundle. Creative often includes a lot of 
bonus futures In its audio card software bundles, includlnga sound 
recorder and a wave editing appllcaton 

There are a number of applications for recording, editing, and cleaning up 
audio files, many of which can be found online in free tnal-versions at 
software sites like download.com orTUCOWS (tucows.com). If you want to 
pay for a more professional solution, you can opt for something tike Sound 
Forge (USS400, www.soundforge.com), but there are plenty of altema- 

Or>e of the best programs for audio cleanup is Enhanced Audio's Diamond 
Cut series (www.enhancedaudio.com)- The entry-level OC Millennium 
package Is free for ten days, so you can See if you like it. and after that 
you can unlock it for US$S9 [around SPO), Depeitding on how much you 
want to spend, you ran get basic models that remove a few limned types 
of noise, all the way up to versions that will help you re-sculpithe entire 
waveform at a very granular level 

Gening organized 

If you're feeling lazy, you can simply capture the album in big chunks one 
side = one big audio file. If you're feeling ambitious, you may warn to take 


Staying on the level 

Mo mater what type of audio gedget you'm trying to cormea directly 
to your computer, audio input level cen be a problem • sometimes its 
no kw. sometimes it's coo high. And tar some, the problem will be no 
sudn Bt an. T1« solution to most of these problems lies m your sys- 
tem'e volume control. 

With most Wndows-besed PCs, there should be a volume control 
application r the bottom right-hand comer ofyour semen. Ifyoudou- 
Ue-dick it. ( should bnng up a multi-bar mixing pend with e list of eH 
of the ective mpute and outputs 'ibu should be able to adjust these 
lisirtg the akder bar - tap it upwards using the mouse to increase the 
volume of an input eource, and cap it down if yoir inpu source « dis- 
torting. If you cent hear your input at ah, che^ to see if ta ‘MiAe* 
control Is checked. If it dcesnl even eppeer on the mixing conaole, you 
may need ta add it by clidang the options menu and selecting 'p^ope^ 
ties*. This should bnng up a ton of unused volume control opcione - 
look tar the one you want end check it to edd it to the console. 

the larger sound file and break it into smaller chunks, correlating to indi- 
vidual tracks. 

Ortce the tracks are all split upand saved into their individual audio files 
(either MP3 Oi WAV), you can then drag them individually into your CD- 
buming software, and rearrange them to Tit into the proper running order, 
or into your own special Editor's Cut of the album. 

Method Z: Dedication 

Of course, the big downsde of the first method of rolling your own CDs 
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from your old IPs is that it can get pretty time-inter>sive, both in terms of 
the editing and the setup 

If you wart to skip the hassles of figuring out how to hook up your audio 
e<)uipment to your sound card -or if your computer doesn’t actually have 
any audio inputs -you may want to consider a 
dedicaied solution. When you get a product 
that's designed specifically to capture audio 
from external sources like turntables and tape 
decks, you know you're gettinga product that 
already has all (orntost) of theconnenors 
you need to do the |0b, so you don't have to 
spertd so much time worrying about your con- 
figuration and whether or not you have all of 
the adapters needed to hookup the necessary 


components to the PC. 

Typically there will be recording software for capturing the audio to the PC. 
and an audio editing application so you can trim your audio tracks to the 
right length and remove things you don't warn. If you're picking up a dedi- 
cated sokjton aimed at capturing vinyl, you’ll also typically get some form 
of basic audio restoration, or filters that will helpyou remove peps, clicks 
and other noise associated with old records. 

It’s true that an all-in-one solution will give you rather basic versions of 
each type of software included, with more limned functkjr^lity than you’d 
find in professional-level application. Still, they typically do a pretty good 
job, and if you’re going through the process strictly to capture the memo- 
ries rather than to provide a pristine digital version, you should be fine with 
one of the alt-in-one solutons. 

By Sean Carrutbers 
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Chewing the Core 

The biggest rtewsof (ate in the Apple worM is the engomg speculation o( an 
Apple-Sony merger. CouW all these mumblings, combined with the pres- 
ence of Sony CEO Kuniake Ando appearing at January’s Macworld keynote 
be the telltale signsof an upcoming more in-d^th working relationship 
between the two companies? 

WKh Apple stock currently skyrocketing from a strong produa lineup and 
healthy sales, financial giants Merrill Lynch have gone on record predicting 
that an Apple/Sony partnership could form around an ITunes-like online 



movie store that would use the new Apple H.264 video compression codec 
and stream Sony and Pixar movie content. 

Merrill Lynch have also rated Apple stock as a ‘8uy It’ hot stock. 

When you do the math. I'm sure Sony wants a piece of Apple - the iPods, 
the proven qualities of OSX for video editing Sony after all is more or less 
the king of the DV world, and I'm sure it would love to ditch Windows on its 
VAIO computers - rememberVAlO stands for 'video aud« integrated oper- 
ation'afterall! 

I'm sure Apple would also benefit from Sony's audio and video experience 
and product development team, 

N«w PowerSooks 

On the first of February, Apple made addnions to its nagship PowerBook 
line. Contrary to the rumour mill, the refresh did not includes jump to G5 
processors, however the new maehirtes do contain some irrpressive new 
technologies. 

The first is a new patented scrolling track pad. Using two fingers on the 
notebook's track pad instead of one. people can use one finger to scroll 
and the other finger to click. There have however been reports on the 
Apple technical forums about static causing some interference with these 
new pads 

Apple's other new patent-pending technology is called ’sudden mooon 
sensor.’ The PowerBook integrates a tri-axIs accelerometer to deiea sud- 
den changes In speed. If the notebook is dropped, the PowerBook will lock 
its hard drive in order to protect data. This is somewhat similar to the 
notebook protection feature on IBM's Ihinkpad laptops, 

Bluetooth 2.D EOR [etthartced data rate) has also been included m the 
r\ew PowerBooks Blutetooth 2.G boasts transfer speeds of up to three 
times the rate of regular Bluetooth, which saves precious battery life. 
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PowerBook specs 

Thel2'inchand 15-inch motiels ngwcomewUha 1.56Hz G4 pfocessor, 
sndall machines ship standard with 512MB of RAM. The IS-inch units with 
the standard superdrive are configured with a 1.626Hz 64 processor and 
now come with the bachlit keyboard, which is reported to be brighter then 
the previous generations. 

The mammoth l?-inch PowerBook will now come with a 1.67 GHz G4 
processor, 8X supetdrive and a huge 100GB hard drive. With the Ati Radeon 
128MB video card, these units are now able to drive Apple's fla^hip 30- 
inch cinema display. 

Pricing and further info can be found at www.apple.ca 

Tiger OS 

The Apple World Wide Developers Conference will take place June 6 to lOth 
in San Francisco. The 2003 inference was the laun^ing point tor the 
PowerMac G5s, and this year looks like a solid bet for the release of OS 
10.4 (Tiger). Interested inattending? Tickets are US$1295 if you purchase 
before April 22. 

Speaking of Tiger, Apple released a developer build 6A369 version of the 
next gerteration 64-bii operating system that stHI contains several minor 
glitches and bugs that need to be ironed out. One of the biggest bugs that 
is being addressed is the hiccuping in improperly rendered windows and 
incomplete spotlight indexing that can occur when users are upgrading 
from 05 10.2 to 10.4. 

iTunes on your cell phone? 

It’s true. Motorola's RAZR E1G60 phone will spon Apple's iTunes as its 
deftult music client Motorola noted however that iTunes will not be the 


only player supported, and hinted at stf port for Real Networks RealAudio 
as well. 

Be careful flaunting that iPod! 

Reports have been sui^ng for some time about escalated itad mug- 
gings! The portable musk players have become such a hot commodity 
that thieves have learned to spot the telltale white iPod headphones and 
unfortunately do whatever they need to do to acquire the iPods, in some 
cases resulting in serious injury. The best advice is to secure your player 
with a belt clip and perhaps even use different ear buds. Better safe then 
sorry! 

While on the t0|HC of security, Apple has released Common Cmeria Tools 
1.0. The tools are an ‘internationally approved set of security standards 
which provide a clear and reliable evaluation of the security capabilities of 
information technology products.' 

The Common Criteria has been adopted by 14 nations, allowing users from 
other countries to purchase information technology products with the 
same level of conridence. since certification is recognized across all com- 
plying nations. 

Apple has also said that organizations Including the United States 
government are requiring Common Criteria as a determining tetor in pur- 
chasing decisions. 

Cross platform audio/video conferencing 

Just a quick note that the latest version of AOL Instant Messenger will now 
work lOD per cent with Apple's iChatfor flawless PC to Mac audio/video 
conferencing and chatting. 

By Jasott Justin 


LOOKING FOR A UPS FOR LESS? 


REPLACEMENT BATTERIES 
Brand New APC Equfvaiant 


RBC2 $19 
RBC3 $30 
R8C4 $33 
RBC5 $39 
RBC6 $76 


RBC7 $94 
RBC8 $79 
RBC9 $39 
RBCi1 $188 
RBC12$ie8 


1 YEAR WARRANTY why upsforLESS? 

ON ALL REFURBISHED UPS SYSTEMS'^P*°®f^“^"’9sfro'T'n^'*' 


Brand New Batteries installedlll 


APC Baek-UPS Pro 280VA 







APC Smait-UPS 1000VA 


APC Smart-UPS 1400VA 



UPSFORLESS 

experts in uninterruptible power suppliei 

www.upsforless.com 
TOLL FREE (866)577-3628 


Canada's Largest Refurbished 
UPS supplier. 

- Government & Educational 
P.O.'s welcome. 

• Reseller Discount Programs. 
-Tradeins welcome. 

- We purchase old UPS systems 

APC 

L«e*flilwv RaCaliility- 



/free shipping\ 

I on all UPS purchases I 

I evsrtlOO I 

V (Valid to 03/31/05} _J 


7880 Woodbine Ave. UnitD 
(Just south of HWY 407) 
Markham, On 
Tel: (905)477-9315 
sales@upsfoiiess.com 
Monday - Friday : 9 - 5 
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Zling Photo Wallet 

'^^our ^erjed Digiial Carntm Companion’ 



Zling Photo wallet is a mobile storage soldlaR for your Digital 
camera. Need more room to store yourdjgM photos? Wouldn’t it 
be great to have a place to dump your when you are 

away from your computer and free upyiNffniaMi^ cards? Now 
you can with the Zling Photo wallet! 

' Push Button Operaiicxi. no PQ Required 
' Compact device with LJ-loniea()Bl^|Mtbattery 
' High Speed USB 2.0 


.$89 

,$119 

.$149 


> Support OF arKi SD/MMCIMmtiqpCi 

l8uKwtMSiMaOM»*a 


Zling tune 


Tbost who buy flash niemory^MBed .MP3 plavcrs quickly learn that c*» to two 
hours' worth of music isn't all that much. MP3 CD players can holdliibtt music 
on 8 single disc, but they art bulky and aren't as reliable. In comes Hieing 
Tune which boasts a 1 ur2 GB micro hard dnve, which cnakesfimgfiagihnurs 
our music a breeze. 


'ZLOTUNE 1GB $99 
ZIQTUNE2G6$1 59 


> Support MP3, 
WMA.OGG and Wav 

> Built in Voice Recorder 

> 5 Band Equalizer 

> U km Rechargeable Batt 


Line in^ 

M 1^^96x64 LCD 
9mm and Joystick 
l6t#iAnti Shock 

Software 


Zling Slot 


Unique Design Offen Upgradeabililj and Ease-«f-Use 

This product is very unique on the market today. It combines the 
convenience of a flash based MP3 player with a intergrated Zling Slot 
which adds a "swapability" factor that makes it like a CD based MP3 
player where you can share and swap music. Combines with a FM tuner 
it will provide hours to days of audio entertaiment 

> Upgrade to 512MB +$48 > Upgrade to 768MB +$70 





.$59 


www.idrivefamily.us www.zling.us 
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Students blog to learn 

A York University professor's innovative use of blogging in the classroom 
is leading to some surprising discoveries about leamingand student 
motivation. 

Kadine Wettiaufer asked students In her fourth-Lfear Cultural Theory 
through New Media course to submit regular web log entries, accounting 
for 25 per cent of their nnal grade. In their blogs, students were encour- 
aged to reflect on assigned readingsand in-dass discussion as a way of 
becoming more engaged with the material 

"It's a way to make students write short musings week to week It gives 
me a feel for whether students understand that week’s lessor and how 
they're feeling,’ says Weniaufer. 

Thai much, she was expecting. But she didn't anticipate the impact assign- 
ing blogs would have on her students' motivation. 

"Students will sometimes do extra blogs, ^ntaneously, because they 
can. It’s sort of an unexpected bonus that people are that invested in it,' 
says Wettiaufer. 

Student EhsanAkban speculates that his fellow students invest in blogs 
because they're a good way to personalize lessons and make them 
more meaningful. 

*A [term] paper is more about proving your point. But blogging lets you 
say, "This is what this theorist says and this is how it affects my life.' It 
makes me complete my thoughts and helps me focus my thinking,' 
he explains. 

Indeed, the combination of personal musings in a public space seems to 
be a powerful motivator. 

Wettiaufer Cnds students will often visit each outer’s blogs. "They do get 
quite involved in looking at each other’s stuffand there’s a good-natured 


rivalry,' she says. 

Studeitt Liz Kerrison says checking out each other's work can also give 
greater insight. 

‘Evenifthere is a class discussion, not every student contributes so it is 
interesting lo note their opinions through the exploration of their work," 
says Kerrison. 

This is not the first time York professors have used blogs In the classroom, 
but Wettiaufer believes this may be the first time blogs have been 
assigned in a theoretical course. She says that prior to her course, profes- 
sors have used them in lower level technical courses to give students 
something to create web pages about. 

While her experience with blogs has been good, Wettiaufer still insists that 
her students write a term paper -on paper. She's discovered they make 
fewer mistakes in spelling and grammar when they hand In something on 
paper. 

■| don't know what it is, but you do have to reinforce that even though it is 
blogging and online, I still expect students to use sentence structure prop- 
erly and 10 use spell check,' says Wettiaufer 
And she cautions that blogs have their limits as a teaching tool. 

‘It's a vety trendy topic. I wouldn't suggest everyone go out and use It. 
Clearly you have to support it technologically, and as an instructor one 
would haveto be familiar with blogging" she says "People should not feel 
pressured to work outside their comfort zone." 

By Sharon Oosthoek 

Excerpt Iren • ftwlHt'i Meg: 

Am I a cyborg? I have yiesses. I have piercings; I have metal or me. 
through ma. Around me. I communicate more with phones, computers, 
internet, signals, radio wavQS, webcams end images chan i do through just 
hands and mouth.. 



Internet Telephony 

Use your high speed Internet 
connection to make telephone calls 

> Eliminate long distance chorges between 
most major Canadian cities 

> Free calls between Inter.net VoIP Users 

Save on your long distance calls 
Isroel 6f ! min | Italy 5c / min 
Hong Kong Sc / min j USA 4c / min 

V'High Speed Infernet^^^ 


> Ho activation charge 


internet 
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SAVE 35-45% OFF 
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New Open Box DELL For Less! 


QrMt Quality 
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416-321-1811 /416-893-1438I 
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iAMD Sempron 2400* 
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256MB DDR 333 RAM 256MB OOP 333 RAM 

|04M Integrated Graphics )4M Inlegtaled Gieplilc 
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Wireless 



Canuck kids surf the wireless wave 



The Sony Ericsson Z500 is s la 
great n%sc. snuoch messagvig a 



MARCH BLOW-OUT SALE 

Don'nniSitlXiMdnlsoftlKynrmorei-siocktil, iiianiinueiJSdtimiUmi! 


It wasnt that long ago that mobile phones uvere a luojnj, 
owned only by Important business pecfile and deep-pocketed 
gadget geeks. 

Now it seems like everyone has one. from your grandma to the 
kid who delivers your paper. 

Infoci, Just urtder half of our population has a cell phone, and 
the biggest and quickest growing demographic is young people. 
A Trendscan study corduaed in 2004 fourtd that S2 per cent of 
all Canadian youths have their own mobile phones. 

Why do so many kids feel the need to be wirelessly connected? 
According to Colleen McClure, direaor of marketing for Motorola 
Canada, ‘It’s no big secret: kids want to fit inand have what their 
friends have. And their frietvls have cell phones.' 

But it goes a bit deeper than that. Patrick Hadsipatttelis, direc- 
tor of marketing for Fido Canada, says that Ns company has 
researched the needs of young Canadian cell phone users, and 
like everyone else kids just want a convenient way to communi- 
cate with the people in their lives. 'Based on feedback from our 
Youth Advisory Board, youth want to stay in touch wnh Wends 
and family,' Hadsipantelis says. 

Kidscan'tget acell phone just because they want on& 

Wireless service providers require that customers be at least 18 
years old to sign a contract, which means parents need to give 
their permission. As It turns out, the issue of 

fun phone that offers I P®""'*' ‘®"**"* * P™*"®"'' 

Bvanrty of skin covers. ^ Moms and Dads are not only signingwireless 
service contracts for their kids, 
but In many cases it's also 
their idea. 

'In an era where personal 
safety is an issue for every- 
one, mobile phones are 
viewed as a precautionary 
safely measure by parents 
around the world,' says 
Cherie Gary, a spokesperson 
for Sony Encsson North 
America. Mobile phones pro- 
vide a means to keep track of 
your chUdren. Wondering why 
your 15-year-old daughter 
isn't home from the dance 
yet? Just give her a call. 

Cell phones also let kids 
contaa their parents in the 
case of an emergency. 
Toronto father Sendy Sullivan 
onrc received a call while at 
work from his eieven-year-old 
daughterwho had been sepa- 
rated from her friend’s femily 
in a neighbourhood shopping 
mall. *1 found the cell phone 
number of her friend's mom 
and managed to get them all 
back together again,* says 
Sullivan. 'Probably nothing 
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would have happened to her, but that one oall made 
me feel as though Id made the right decision when I 
got her the phone.’ 

While kids and their parents may agree on the 
security benefits of a ceil phone, they don't always 
see eye-to-eye when it comes to shopping lor one. 
Youth are driven by phone styles and features, 
including removable skinsand the ability to play 
games, while parents tend to be satisfied so long as 
their children have a working r^iable phone. 
Hadsipantelis also notes that conflicts tend to 
come up between parents and their kids over what 
he calls their'wireless allowance*. Many parents 
pay the phone bills, so they try to restrict the 
amount of time that kids spend using their cell 
phones. 

One way around the wireless allowance issue is to 
shop wisely (ora service plan. Some Canadian serv- 
ice providers have begun marketing ^mily packages 
that allow members of the same family an unlimited 
number of calls to each other. (See sidebar.) 

While most phones and service plans are still pri- 
marily targeted at adult users, the wireless industry 
is beginning to pay keen aRemion to today's youth 
market. "Motorola is very intrigued by, excited wth 
and respenful of the youth market,' says McClure. 
"They are forward-thinking fest-paced, educated 
customers who crave both qual'Ay and fun — as long 
as it's cod." 

By Chad Sapieha 


The Motorola VS51m Much Music Edition is great for kids who 
like music, allowing them to download exclusive Much Music 
content including screen savers and ringtones. 


Wireless plans 

The bast way to manaBe your children's wireless 
phone bill is to ctxese a plan that suits their needs 
Some servce oroviders. induding Rogers and 
Telus, offer family plans that alkM two or mora peo- 
ple to share an account for as little as S35 pa* 
mondt (due access fees and addition^ feacures) 
These plane provida vstusly unlimited talk time 
between all members ol the fsmity, feee local calls 
on weekends, and a pool of diared weekday mm- 
utas that all family members drew from. 

While udimced family talk time sounds appeellrig, 
some kids don't spend much time crt the phone with 
their parents and siblings, in which case a plan that 
providas fraa teHung between cuaomers of the 
seme service proMder mifftt be a better bet — 
essumng ail or most of your chld's friends use the 
seme service, fido popularized thie type erf pisn 
with its fido-to-fida prcmoticn. but Rogers has 8 
similar service ss weH. 

Some eervee providers allow users to sttech sddi- 
bonel (nea to existing accounts. Fido subacribsrs. 
for exemple, cen add an extra line fer only $15 per 
month It only comes wWi 50 weekday miiMes per 
month, but with the free Fido-to-Fldo plan Iwis and 


them perents can call each other es much as 
they like 

Cell phone games 

AH mstor Canadian mobile service provideis have a 
section on their Web srte devoted to dowWoedable 
cell phone genes From puzzle clsesce like Snood 
and Bejewelad to sports games and even miniaCur- 
ized veraons of consols videogams fevouritee 
[Princa of fVsia, The Lord of the Rmgsl, there are 
literalty hundreds of gemes to chooeo from that, 
whan purchased, can be duwnlfleded dirscUy onto 
the phone. Just keep in mnd. however, the not all 
of them are kid-fnendly - Sexy Poker 2004, for 
axempie 

Cell phone games cost between SS end $7, plus a 
small additional download fee. Telus offers the 
unique option d 'ranting' a game fer a limited tine 
at a slitfely reduced price 
Tha trick is to make sure the game is carrpatible 
with your psrticiier handset eo ba sura to died: 
tha Web site's compebbillty chart before mahng 
e purchase 
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Rrst Glance 


V.Smile Pocket: 

This Fall, VTech will b« following up its V.Smile TV Learning Sijstem (an edu- 
tainment-oriented videogame console for young'uns not quite ready to 
handle art Xbox, GameCube or PS2|with a portable companion, the V Smile 
Pocket. 

The battery-operated handheld has a 320x240 LCD display artd large bul- 
torts specially designed for kids aged four to eght. Irtaddrtiort to being art 
'on-the-go* device, it can also connea to the television. 

The V.Smile Racket plays all of the V.Stitile's proprietary 'smartiidge' game 
paks, which teach aspects of either language, math or science using popu- 
lar characters like the Care Bears, Winnie the Pooh and Blues Dues. 
Upcoming smartridge releases are set to include Dora the Explorer, 



Sesame Street, SpengeBob 
SquarePants and Finding 
Nemo, which will bnng the 
smartridge library up to 
around 30. The V.Smile 
Pocket is expected to cost 
aiovnd SllO (from 
US$89,99|. 

Vsit wwwvlechkids.com 
for more information. 
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PodCSStiriQ! The radio revolution 


Handheld video players are changing the way peo- 
ple watch television by Icttingthem tQnsFer TV 
shows ar^d watch them on the go. A similar revolu- 
tion is now taking place in audio broadcasting, but 
it's not just the medium that’s changing but the 
message as well. 

this new phenomenon is called 'podcasting'. A 
podcast IS an audio broadcast that people can pull 
off of the Internet in MP3 form and play on a digital 
music player at a later lime. The whole process can 
be automated in a similar mannei to receiving RSS 
blog feeds into an email inbox [podcasts are in bet 
delivered by RSS feeds that contain audio ‘enclo- 
sures* - large file attachments ] 

The first step is downloading an aggreplor pro 
gram such as iPodder (ipodder.sourcefotge net). 
Once installed, you can sign up for various podcast 
feeds by browsmg sites like Podcastalley.com. Once 
you've subscribed to the podcasts of your chnee, 
the program will automatically scan each feed for 
new material and download it into a folder. Certain 
aggregators send the MP3s to ilunes so that when- 
ever an iPod syncs with iTunes, the new podcasts 
will be automatically transferred. However, podcast- 
ing isn'l iPod-exclusive. The podcasts can be trans- 
ferred to any MP3 player, or listened to straight from 
the computer ortto which they've been downloaded 
The medium of podcasting is brand new - it was in 
August 2004 that former MTV VJ Adam Curry began 
experimenting with the technology and built the 
first podcasting aggregator, iPodder It didn't take 
long for others to flock to the ideai currently there 


are more than one thousand podcasts listed on 
Podcastalley.com. 

For the listener, podcasting has several advan- 
tages over traditional radio. David Slusher, the South 
Carolina-based host of the Evil Genius Chronicles 
podcast (evilgeniuschronicles otg], sums it up best 
by saying 'the programming conforms to me, not 
the other way around.' 

Unlike radio, podcasting isn’t limited to a specific 
lime or geographic location. Instead of having to set 
aside 6:30pm on Wednesdays to listen to a 
bvouriie radio program, for example, listeners can 
download podcasts and listen to them whenever it's 
most converieni. 

One of the most refreshing aspects of podcasting 
is the spontaneity that results from its flexible for- 
mat. ‘You can do a i'2-minute Show one day and a 
3V-minute show the next, if you wanted to.' says 
Slusher. 'You can play entirely different music from 
one show to the next, or play no music and just talk. 
In a normal radio show you dont generally have the 
ability to do ihat. You krwv, 'normally this is Best of 
80e, but today we're going to play all Gregorian 
Chant.' You cant do that. It doesn't work that way.' 
The che^ cost of producing podcasts benefits 
both the podcaster and the listener. Andy Skinn and 
his brother Man, both graduate students at the 
University of Calgary, began recording their weekly 
sports podcast, TTte Skinny on Sports 
(andysKinn.com/skinnyl, In November. 

The brothers record using a pair of inexpensive 
microphone headsets plugged into the back of a 
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computer and an c^en- 
SDurce software called 
Audacity. They then use 
another free program 
called WordPress to post 
the finished product to 
theirweb site fw down- 
load. "The most expensive 
thing is gening your web 
server set up to have 
enough bandwidlh on it to 
handle all the downloads 
that you're goingto be get- 


ting,' saysAndy. 

The fact that podcasts are so inexpensive to produce means podcasters 
don’t have to rely on advertisers for funding, which allows them to explore 
less lucrative but interesting niche topics that would be impossible to mar- 
ket on commerda) airwaves. 'There are many seemingly small groups of 
people interested in one subject These markets are rarely addressed or 
considered by people who rieed to sell millions ol bottles of soda via the 
airwaves or whatever,* says Philitp Torrone, host of the Engadget podcast 
Ipcidc3sts.engadget.com]. ‘But with a podcast, I can talk about installing 
an HDTV card in a Linux box for an hour and tens of thousands of people 
around the world actually find that interesting' 

By Erin Bell 

Image courtesy of Ben Whitehouse (upthetree.com] 
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First Glance 


New @ 3GSM 

This year’s 36SM Word Congress cell phone trade show held in Carnes, 
France netted a flurry of new product announcements from the major 
players in mobile. 

Among the arnDuncemer>ts: Motorola's chic RAZRV3 was shown to the 
world, as was the company^ first 3 megapixel camera phone. RAZR Is a 
wonder of design using a chemically-etched number pad, an tmernal 
antenna and advanced metals like aircraft-grade aluminum. These 
advances combine. Motorola says, to make a phone that is just 13 9inm 
thick The ultra slick RA2H design unfortunately doesn't stretch aaoss the 


entire line, however. RAZRWire 


s the ni 




a line of accessories 


co-designed with tekiey; a Sluetooih 2.0 earpiece is tacked onto some 
otherwise decent looking sunglasses. The earpiece itself looks like a fost 
food meal toy or any 
nun^r of spy gadg- 
ets aimed at kids. 
Sony Ericsson has 
said that camera 
phones are so last 
year, claiming that 
this year will be the 
yearofthe audio 
player phone. Inline 

I. 0^1 with this statement 

~\~Trr — [ made before the 

Shew, the company is 
leveraging the Sony 
part of its name to 



release branded Walkman ceil 
phones with large storage capacities 
and expandability for music files and 
PC file transfer capability. 

Nokia announced three additions to 
its Series 60 line incorporating Push 
to Talk, VGA cameras for video calls, 
audio messaging and large displays 
vaiyingly across the new product 
line. Samsung, Philips and 
Panasonic were m on the act too. 

LG, while not directly drawing a line 
in the sand as a challenge to 
Nintendo's monastic rule of handheld 
gaming [smart move] nevertheless 
unveiled the SV360 handset, whose 
clamshell opens to reveal a distinc- 
tively videogame-oriented directional 
pad and input button configuration 
bracketing a pretty standard number 
pad and a top-mounted 2.2-inch LCD 
screen. The SV360 incorporates 

motion sensors that the company says allows for game input on screen 
by moving the phone in the real world. 

Capable of pushing one million polygons per second according to the com- 
pany, the SV360 is conceptually quite capable as a game platform. 

Many of the phones and accessories didn’t come with dear North 
American street dates; look to H JB for Rrm dates, price points and hands- 
on product testing as available. 
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Laptop Blow out Sale 
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For Ink-Jef S Laser Printer / Copter Corlrtoges 

' ® Ink & Toner Cartridges Refill 

'^Q Compatible Ink Cartridges 
ink Refill Kits 
_© FaxFIlrnj 


Mama 90V<ta)()ri^C(»i.UuO 
'MkMnd S SheppM) 
eiaifnwUxraMon-ailtroOinni-aWtw 



POSITIONS AVAILABLE 


Web Developers / Programmers ■ Web Designers • Admin 

torontowebsolutions.com 


Immediate 

Full-Time & Part-Time 
Contract Positions 
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41Mrw>M«S. 

(905}333«37 


Dimdo t CMhniD 

(9051281-02M 


0>k>fli Tmi Cwtn I 
iaNwthSirrlc«U.W. 

{9()5)33i-8l30 


UMSMMAnW. 

1 (H«) 7«e-»7ts 

141t| 907^773 


WINTRONIC 


rWdP4-3,06h2 5389 /■ — ^-“*^HMDS«mpro(i22Mt$i99' 

>iWC(l-02,«hz5249 9 UPGRADES ^m[>S«nprofl28MtS299 


/^rDtmniK /^vowmiiK 




iKiiniy 






im 


i79y 


L£5S4\/WSLESS-di 






)lrDltaci WO'UISI 






^i!05 


^i!» 


o5«wmN 


isiiwr\ 


fXsiExiEMh /Os omult 


[|«IOC'\/' MMOC 


549 ^U149 7 


$139; 


LS10^ V .SB97 ^^S20 

r MteS '\;'AMOECS'\/'MMUi 
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Upgrading your 
laptop’s audio 

Creative SoundBlaster Audigy 2 ZS Notebook 

www.soundbitsitr.com 

Price; S169.9S 

If you have a notebook, it's not all that easy to upgrade your audio 
in an elegant way. Generally, the audio component is integrated 
right into the motherboatd, so getting better soury] has typically 
meant a bulky external solution ...not exactly a gieal choice if you 
want TO keep things tidy 

Creative has now shrunk down the Soundbbster Audigy 2 ZS into a 
size small enough to fit into a PC Card form feaor, which means 
that upgrading your audio can now be as simple as sliding the 
Audigy 2 2S Notebook into one of your notebook's free PC Card 
slots. In doingso, you're sliding in a card that processes 24-bit/9E 
kHz audio with a signal-to-noise ratio of 104 dB, and which can 
handle external speaker sets up to Z1 surround sound. The caioh Is 
that Audigy only works in a Windows-based notebook with a 
Pentium III or better processing power. 

The slimming down of the Audigy doesn't occur without some com- 
plications, unfonurately. The end of the card features two 1/8-inch 
^acks, and a spot fw an edge-conneaed dongle. Of the two 1/8-inch 
jacks, one doubles as 
microphone input and digi- 
tal input, and the other one 
doubles as headphone out- 
put and digital output. The 
speaker connectors are all 
broken out at the end of the 
edge-conneaed dongle. 
Unfortunately, because the 
two 1/8-inch jacks are built 
right into the ertd of the card, it means the protruding end of the 
card is thicker than the PC Card itself. Like many other PC Card 
devices with protruding end, this ore sticks upwards, which means 
you can only use it in the top slot of your notebook. If you already 
have another PC Card device with a protruding end that similarly 
sticks up - a WiPi networking card for example - you'll only be able 
to use one of them at a time. 

Though this problem mighthave been solved by breaking the two 


Ptm: 

S4-t>li/96kHz audio, surround 
sound up to 7.1, digital in/out 

Caai: 

Windows only, edge connector 
potentielly breakable, card 
edge may block a PC Card slot 
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ComputerCanada.net 

Website; www.coniputercanada.net 
82S Denision St. #10 Markham Ont 
Tel:(905) 479-3992 Fax: (905) 479-1093 


All cameras use Sony CCD .Wholesale Most 
computer parts CCN Offers Variety, best price 


Spy Camera 

120/'240/120 F per sec software support 
16 cameras 


1-9 
Duplication 
Machine 


50,75,100. 

150 feet BNC 
^99 with power cable 


520 tv line day 


High speed Dom 
360 Pan camera 


& night camera 


PAC 


CIALS575 






2]6\ 
One buttom 
auto 
Enclosure 


3W Pan cam 


heater camera 

5.25”. 3.5”, 2.5” 
Usb Enclosure 


120 F per sec CARD 
+4 Cameras from 
S500 to $575 all 
Surv'eillance system 
price protection 10% 


PRICE PRIVILEGE 

www.priceprivilege.com 


905:326:6879 



Savings for this month: 




Oalm Z<r*21 
99.99 


IBM P3/BOO DmMop 
‘ 129 99 


Printer Ink from 
7.99 


laM A22M P3/800 
• 499.99 


■ Get CD case 120pcs ($20 Value) 
with purchase of selected items 


Off-Leased Devices; 

P4/2.2G Computer system • 359.99 

P3/933 Computer system » 179.99 

IBM P3/800 Desktop « 139.99 

Delt black 21' Fiat Monitor « 179'99 

Grade A 19' Monitor ■ 9gi99 

Compaq Armada P3/1G Laptop • 699 99 
IBM X20 P3/600/320M/20G Laptop » 474.99 



ConvtnrIMie OiHr Show Can OffkeDeMUi 

, 39.99 4999 , . M9.99 , , 249.99 , 


New Savings: 

Norton Antivirus 
128M SDRAM for PC 
Acer AL1715B 17' LCD 
Samsung B710V 17* LCD 
Canon IP2000 Piinte- 
Lexmark 2230 Ml in one 
ARec Lansing 121 Speaker 
RIOata Printable OVD-R 50 pa 
0‘Unk 524 Wireless G Router 
2S6MB USB Flash Disk 


28/37 

29.99 

299.99 

339.99 

79.99 

99.99 

31.99 

34.99 

41.99 

36.99 


24 Viceroy Rd., Unit 10, Vaughan, ON L4K 2L9 • email: info@priceprivilege.com 


unAAivhijbcaneda.ccm 
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i/8-inch jacks into extra connectors on the dongle end, that brings up the 
issue of the dongle itself While spaces is saved by opting for a dongle, the 
connection is more fragile. It’s easy enough to envision a situation where 
you could knock the edge connector with your hand, a cup of coffee, or 
with any o) the junk that tends to accumulate on your desktop - one hard 
whack, and the dongle may be out of commission. 

On the plus side, the sound quality is excellent It^ even THX cmified, so 
wKh a good set of speakers you'd be ^le to play back your DVDs in a 
room-shaking tehon. The Audigy features audio inputs as well, which 
makes it a great companion for those who want to record thetr own music 
in 24-bil/96kHZ quality onto their laptop. The big problem here, really (pro- 
vided your notebook is powerful enough to support hard disk recording in 
the first place) is the feci that there's only one input on the card, which 


ends up doing double duty as both the digital and anabgue Input. That 
means you'll only be able to use one of them at a time - either microphone 
or optical - and you’ll need to make sure you've purchased all of the rele- 
vant adapters in order to properly capture your input sources. 

The card comes with CreativeS MediaSource software as a bonus, which 
allows you to rip your CDs Into MP3 files, play back media of various kinds 
(both audio and video], and catalogue your media collection. The software 
also allows you to burn CDs. 

Though it's not perfect, ihe SoundBIsstei Audigy 2 ZS Notebook is still a 
great way to add high-quality audio to a notetxioK computer. Whether you 
only use h at home for watching DVDs, or uke it on the road to perk up 
pieseniations. it's a powerful linie caid. 

By Sean Carruthers 


UjComputers 


www.i/compufer.ca 


2 Years 

labor I vcur ports 
Warran-y 


** Monthly Special ** 

PIONEER 109 16XDVDmW $102 
17' ACER 1715B 12ms LCD $278 
17' SAMSUNG 710N LCD 12ms $345 
19' ACER 1913B LCD $376 

Ul'DELLTrInItronFLATRsfur $155, 


Z ' HEAD OFFICE Scarborough: 

4002 Sheppard Ave E.#108 


Mississauga: 

289 Dundas St E, Unit 2 


^i. 


4.ie-293-9933 


905-361-1979 


North York: 

386 Sheppard Ave. ! 

416-250-5588 


lntelP4'3.0G $528 

ABITISr-V2M.eaATA ^ 

DOR 2S«M PC2700 / SOUND S3 
W.D aOG 7200R H.D I LAN 
L61(XDV0&S2XCDRW 
ATI Radeon 92S0128MTVO 
CASE /400W Front USB 
OPTMS&K.B.&SPK 
P4-2.4Gf3.2GE $46B/$ 568 


AMD 2400-t-SP $279 

ASROCK K7S416X 
DDR3S3 25eM RAM 
64M Inlergraded 30 Video 
4IIG7200RPM H.D/ LAN 
LQ S2XCDR0M/3OUND 
FRONT USB CASE/400W 
KB. MOUSE a SPEAKER 

UpT9:L6S2i32xS2CDRW +$10 
AMD 2600 + SP $309 


Celeron 2.66GD$328 

ASROCK P4I4SGV M.B j.SI 
DDR333 2S6M RAM/LAN 'O*' 
BOG 72I)0RPM H.D/ SOUND 
LG S2X32XS2CDRW 
64M 3D Shared VideoO/B 
FRONT USB CASE/40eW 
KB. MOUSES SPEAKER 
Celeron 2.4Gf2-8GD $31»/$3SB 


AMD 64 2800+ $478 

ASUS KSV-X M.B np 

DDR333 2SSMRAM 

ATI RADEON 9250 IBSM 

B0Gr2l)0RPMH.D 

LG S2X32XS2 CORW 

FRONTUSeCASE/400W 

LANS SOUND O/B 

KB, MOUSE SSPK 

AMD64 3000*/3200t $499f$548 


Intel P4-5303.0GE $588 

ASUSPSGD1-VML6A775 ^ 
DDR4Q0St2MRAW/LAN S 
W.DSOG N.D/SOUND 
LGtSx OVD S 52 X CORW 
INTEL Graphic Media A900 
FRONT USB CASE 1 400W 
Internet KB. OPT MS. 5PK 

520-2.8Gf540-3.2G S568/S648 


Intel P4-530 3.0GE $688 

ASUS PSPSeO M.B /SOUND 
DORADO 91 2MPC3200 
W.D 160G 8M 720DRPM HD 
' LG 16X DVDe/-RW / G-LAN 
|ATIR925012BM TVO 
j MIDTOWER CASE / 400W 
I Internet KB S OPT MOUSE 
' eOOW 2.1 SUBWOOFER SPK 

iP52C.2.8G 548-3.2GE 1668/1738 


AMD64 939 3200+ $848 

ABITAVB K8TSOO Pro M.B / 6-LAH 
1024MDDR400PC3200RAM M 
XFXFxS5002SeMTVODVI ™ 
WD160G7200RPM8MH.D Et!i!l 
4tS31tX DVD*/-RW/ SOUND 
CASE / 4$eW DUAL FAN 
KB/OPT MSfS.I SPK 

AlllD6430(l0*l3400* r99/S698 




924/34/54 

ses/es/so 

973/9 t/1M 
S135/165 
S110/1 39/172 
9169/229 
S87/119/15S 


lntelP540-3.2GE $1058 

ASUS P5C01 M.B/G-LAN 
1024M DUAL CHAN DDR400 
ATI/SAP X600PRO ZSSk 
200G SATA HD / Sound £ 
LG4ie3ieX OVD-r/'RW 
SIDEWINDOWCASE/SOOW 
WIRELESS KB S OPT MOUSE 
Altec LenaIngB.I Sub-WSPK 

P530.3.0G/550-3.4G 1999/S1128 


LCD & CRT SPECIAL tg 

17* ACER 1715B LCD $278 

17-ORECTK)NLir2LCD $288 

17' LGL1710S 550;1 LCD $318 

17' SAMSUNQ710Vf713VLCD $325 
17'SAMSUNG710NLCD12 tb $345 
ir BeNQPP71G*LCDems $399 
19'BSUOf7937-^|'+S50iMR) $479 

17*AOCFr700/FT720FlatCRT $118 
17* SAMSUNG 7930FFIai CRT $145 


Hard Drivs 

2.5‘/3.r/S.2S‘ USE 
Klnseten USB 12eM/2S«M/S12M 
(2M)4oa/aoe/i2i»o 

(aM)aoG/i2Cia/t«(K3 
(IM) 200G/290G 
(SATA) 1 800/2000/2500 
(19M) 250G/300G 
2.5* S400rpm 406/B0G/BOG 

DVD/CDRW 

L0 16X DVD-ROM 
LG 52x32x52 CORW 
LQ 16xDVD a S2x CORW 
LQ 4151 / 4183 lexOVO-rZ-RW 
NEC ND-3920A 


/•RW 


lubjer 


•eedy 4% D 


Video Card 

V-Streem TV Tuner * FM l Remote 
WlnFastTV2000Tuner/Ren>ota 
ATI Radeon 9250 1 28M TVO DVI 
ASUS GF FX 5208 128H TVO 
XFX GF FX55O0 / 57801# 2S6M TVO $ 
MSIQFFxS50»/5700le2SeM $ 

ATI/SAP X300SE12BMTVOPCIE 
ATI/SAP X600PR0128M/2S6MPCIE 5 
ATIISAP XrOOPRO 128M PCIE 

Modem & Networking 


Reeltek 10/100 Lancard 
D-IInk 538 10/100 LanCard 
Intel S6K Fax Modem 
USB 2.0/IEEE1394 PCI Card 
0-LINK 01-824 54M WIralatt Router 
S4M WIreletc USB / PCI / PCMCIA 
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Move over Kermife there’s a new frog in town 


Buying an electronic toy tor your kid used to Be a lot simpler; daughters 
got talking dolls and sons received remote control cars. 

It’s no longer so easy. 

Toy store shelves are row filled with all manner of technological doodads, 
and more and more of these lech toys are plastered with labels professing 
their ability to give kids a head start by teaching things like arithmetic and 
reading. 

Some technology-infused educational toys are just phonies, developed 
by companies with little pedagogical krww-how simply hoping to cash m 


on the educational toy craze, while others are proven products crafted Oy 
teams of learning professionals and technology innovators. How can con- 
sumers tell the diftorence? The easiest way is srmply to find a trusted 
brand. 

California-based Leapfrog Enterprises Inc. is one of the most respected 
names in the technology-based educational toy industry LeapFrog's first 
product, an interactive book-reading machine called the LeapPad, came 
out ten years ago and has since gone on to sell more than 20 million unKs 
worldwide. 

Since LeapPad. the company has gone on to manulacture a wide variety 
offirsi-rateelectronicleamingproducis, including the Learn and Groove 
Activity 'bbie that lets Infants experiment whh misic. the Imagination 
Desk Learning Station, which teaches kids about letters and numbers as 
they colour, and the Leapster educational vioeogame system, released 
just last year in Canada. 

Christian Schindler, the company’s Oniario-bom internatiortal marketing 
manager, says LeapFrog's success is due to the simple ton that the com- 
pany’s creative minds know what makes a good educational toy. "We 
have over SOD talented producers working on products at Leapfrog, and a 
quarter of them are former educators,' he says. 

Another reason for LeapFrog's success is its focus. Schindler says that 
the market for electmnic learning toys has grown by as much as 30 to dO 
per cent In recent years, while growth has been stagnant in most cate- 
gories oftradltionaltoys. Leapfrog’s pioneering efforts mand dedication 
to making technology-based educational toys has placed them at the 
head of the table in their industry. 

A prototype Of Leapfrogs latest product, the Fly 'peniop' computer, was 






0 Sj ^ 

40GB USB 2.0 Backup kOGBFlashHOtoGo 4006 MP3 Flash ifO 

aiinpleSaasylDiise - with 9-in-l card reader - stores & playi t^3'B 

- one touch backup - high spaed USB 2.0 - wlth9-ln-1 card reader 

$139 $189 $289 

Mini USB keyboard Keyboard with Calculator Saltek Gaming Keyboard 

$16 $19 $69 

P* % 

2-W8y lOM Switch Box Single Pori Print Server 4-Way KVM SMch with Audto 
Includes ad cables - USB or pataHtI avail. -includasal cables 

$29 $49 $69 

MP3 eartrartsmiSer MP3 car companion 2S£k46 MP3 player 

- plug into ary CO/MP3 ■ plug In any USB/llash -w/ voice recorder 

player and tsten through media and llslen through -other sizes avail, 
your car stereo speakers your car stereo speakers call tor details 

Sia $59 $69 ^ 

Mini USB Optical Mouse 128MBUSBVitotcf 

$26 $69 

--T* 1GB USB Flash Drive 

$109 BenQ 
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Cisco 'n’aining 

WinNET Produced 102 CCIEs 






Visit the best CiSCO iab in Toronto 


Over 400 Cisco Routers - 7500, 4500, 3600, 2600 & 2500 
ATM Switch, Catalyst 3550 and Pix Firewall 
ISDN lines, ADSL Line & Frame Relay Circuit 
^ Catalyst 5500, 5000 & 2900 Switches 
^ 30 CCIE pods, each includes 9 routers & 2 switches (3550) 


Tie couises are designed by 

HAfllTH 

KphCOE-SP.SKumrae/s 
B.Sc. big.. Mni.i:NE, MCSl CCNP, CCOP. Otct SeonV 
SpwM a Cbn VciM SrwMlia MS (>ftM 


WinNET 


HI-TECH TRAINING & CONSULTING 


TORONTO 

1200 Eglinton Ave. East, Suite 100, Toronto 
(Don Mills S Eglinton) 


Tel: 416.447.TEST (8378) 

www.winnet.ca 


>A\vwtx£c8neda.corn 
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recently unveiled to Canadian media In Tomnto. To the casual observer the 
Fly simply looks like a fat pen with a tiny speaker, but when used in tan- 
dem with specially encoded 'Hypaper' It becomes much rnore: draw a cal- 
culator and tap the buttons to do math, write a word in English to have it 
translated to French or Spanish, or sketch a Keyboard and tap the Keys to 

LeapFroghas also developed software for the Fly ihat corresponds with 
North American educational curricula. For example, the Fly can help stu- 
dents with math problems by providing hints as they scrawl out long divi- 
sion or multiplication problems. 'The Fly is one of the best examples I've 
seen of marrying technology and educational content,' says Schindler. 

Schindler explains that the Fy Is part of LeapFrog's grander strategy to 
retain the company's consumer base as it grows older. 'There are all sorts 
of untapped opporiurtft'ies in (teen] and adult learning,' he explairts. "The 
Fly is Our first opporturtrty to appeal to an older segment of the populaiion 
in Canada' A video demonstration of the Fly even hinted that the device 
may eventually have applications geared towards university and graduate 
students. 



Though Leapfrog is expanding its horirons, con- 
sumers need not fear that the company will lose sight 
of its mission. Schindler states (hat Leapfrog will 
always remain focused on providing technologically 
innovative and entertaining ways to learn 'We low at 
ourselves as an education company: we simply use 
technology and toys as our medium* Schindler 
explains. ‘When you take educatiortal content, enable 
it with technology and make rt fun, amazing things 
happen.' 

By Chad Sapieha 


LeapFrog products 

LeipPai 

M9.tS 

LeapFrog's very first product remains its most successful The 
Leap^ IS an ircersctivs bodc-reading device cnn sees lads using 8 
stylus to interact with pictures on the page ce engage a narretor or 
begin playing games. Books (along with their corresoonding car- 
tridges that plug into ^ LeapPsdl are 
sold aeparet^. 

iMptter Mattinedla Luniig Syttea 

SSI.Sfl 

Thml: Game Boy. but e little bigger, a bit sUirdier. end much more 
educational. Featuring both original Leapfrog charecters and third 
party licensas like SpongeBob SquarePsnts. Shr^, ard The 
Incredibles. Leapsier games entertain Ms vWiHe teaching things like 
spelling, meth and 
science. 

SabyM 

S34.n 

An Idea! way to intraduce infants to Leapfrog products. Baoy Tad is 
a huggaDle, squeetable plush frog that lights 141 . plays songs orches- 
treted speciBcsHy for a baby's ears, and even includes a simple learn- 
ing geme. Parents can else program Baby Tad to play eongs thee vrill 
lull their children to sleep. 



Allwsy Technologies Inc. 

Tel:604.232.39S1 Fax:604.232.3964 1.677.633.565$ 


Allway Techndogies (Ontario) Inc. 

Tel: 995.477.0688 Fax: 905.477.0690 Toll Free; 1.888.563.9171 
#8 -200 Cochrane Drive, Markham. Onlario, Canada, L3R 8 E 6 
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Your Ultimate Source for Computer & 

Entertainment Accessories mwi/w.Allwau.ca 
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SUMMIT DIREa MARCH SPECIALS !!! 

WE WILL BEAT ANY ADVEBTISED PRICEII* 


'590 Sto<e For DetolKI 


$ 999 ” 

$ 949^7 

5 / 249 ” 

$ 2 / 49 ” 

SUMMIT VALUE 

SUM/H/TA/riD 

SUAIMITPERfORMER 

SUMMIT TITAN 


Pentiiini4@3.0E SNz 

ECS PIIWOO-M2 Motherboard 
wfSx agp, S USB 2.0 ports 
$12 H»g DOR Memory 
MGBATAIUHirdDnve 
1.(4 Floppy Driva 
Din Re-Writer includtdl 
300WMkt Tower 
64MB Shared WdeoQ/b 
10/100 Network Card 
6 Chatttwl Sound 0/B 
Amplified Speakers 
P$/2 Mouse 
IMWnKeytMerd 
iriCD Flat Monitor! 

Windows XP Hone (CD & liemte) 


IIMIiniiniE 4 § 30 Nllli 

MSI K8T-FS.S39 Motherboard 
wViagp.SUSB 2.0 ports 
512 Me] DOR PC 400 Memory 
MG8ATA13S Hard Drive 
16x DVD RW/CDRW Combo 
S$0W ATX Mid Tower 
Geforce MX5200 12tHes Sx VidM 
6 Channel Audio 
10/1(0 UnCVB 
Amplifled Speakers 
PSQ Mouse 
104 Wn Keyboard 
17- Flat CRT Monitor 
Windows XP Home W. License 


reiitiuni4@32E 8Ni 

WttLlCart 

Asus PdPtOOSEWOMhzFSeMB 
w«xagp.U$82.(l. B6SPESATA 
$12 DDR Memory PC 400 
1(OG87200rpfflHvd Drive SATA 
144 Floppy Dtrre 
3S0WMidTewirDilUMW.F.USa 
An Rad. OSSO 2561108 Video N. TV/0 
MenM Kayboerd 
Opbcil Scroll House 
6 Ctwmel on Board Sound 
LS 1(i DVD Writer/ CORW combo 
ir-FItl CRT CMor Monitor 
Amiddied Stem Speakers w. Sii). 
WfaiXPHotMa.C0njcaflsa 


Pendum 4-550 @34 6Hz 

A8U8P5G02 STTEHetherboar/''^'*^'^ 

wll6xPaX6USS2.0, Raid/ 1394 

2x $1 2M6 Dual DDR2 RAN PC- SUMHz 

2S0 G6 (M Cache 7206(pn Hard Drive 

1.44 Floppy Drive wtecFS 

350W Deluxe MW Tower 

Aius AXSOOPro 16i PCI-X ITIMB Video 

LogMechkitemet Keyboard 

Logtiich Optical Scroll Meuse 

6CH32BK^rMSound 

ISiDVDRWfRW Ram Drive 

1G8 Ethernet Ufl 

Speakers w. Subwoofer 

19* Flat LCD Color Monitor 

Wbi]a>ProW.CDtlJcafM 


Hard Drives 



2 MG 67200 rp’niSATA $ 199 *' 


Motherboards 

AsusP5(3D2-OX 

ASIISP4C8COE-OX 

A 3 usP 4 P 800 S£ 


AsusPSPKO 

AsusPSGDi 

AsusA8V-DX 

ASUSA7N8X-EDX 

AsusA7N8X-X 

ASUSX8N-EDX 

ECSSod(e(478lfit99r 


$229" 
$219" 
$149" 
$114" 
$ 84" 
$119*' 
$139" 
$159" 
$114" 
$ 84" 
$154" 
$ 59" 


$ 379 ” 

$ 749 ” 

$/ 449 ” 

SUMMIT BARGAIN 

SU/VIMITDEAL 

SUMMIT LAPTOP 

P 4 Celeron 62.8 (Hz 

PMIan 4530 6 38832 

.InkAitltnlliiiniiilUt!! 

ASUS P5F800S.77S Motherboard 
w/UHn AGFA, (USB ZO, SATA Raid 
S12M60DRRAHPC-400NH2 

164 GB 3M Cache TTOOrpn Hard Drive 
35tW Deluxe MM Tower 

ATI Radeon 12S( 123M DOR AGP VkM 
PSi2Heyboerd 

Optical Scrol Meuse < 

S Charm# 0/8 Sound liinUlI 

S2^C0R^Me^ 

10/1l»EttematLan 
/tmplified SttfH Speakera 

Intel Cemrlno 61.5 (Hz 

ECS PMaM-M2 hMharboanI 
w/Sx agp, e U3B 2.0 port* 

2S6 Mtg DDR Mamory 
so GB ATA liS Hard Oiiv* 
S2X32X52 CD R»-Wrftw 

300W Mid Tower 

S4MB AGP Video Shared 

10/100 Network Initrltce 
eCnntinel Sound 0/B 

AmpIKM Spuktr* 

PS/2 Nous* 
lOeWInKtytHMrd 

Inta) Cantrino 1.S Gin CPU, 400 FSB 
S12MSODIiHitfODRManwy 

80GB ATA 1(0 Hard Driva 

154* WXGA TFT Screen 

ATI Mob. 97(0 64 Meg VMeo 

DVDRW */• DuM, CDRW Combo 

Intel Pro WireleuGUn 

56k Fu Modem. IR Port lUOW! 
10l100Lan.TVoul " 

Integrated Sound 

Integrated Speakers 

UPGRADES 

IN1EGRS.462MBOAftO HW" 
AMDSefflpron22£OiCPU, 

2S6M RAM. ATX Mid Tower 

3 USB 2.( Ports 

IPCCardSW ^ 

1 1EEE 1394 Flrawlre 

U4on Internal Battery Included 

Windows XF Home w. Llcenae 

Intel Celeron 2.4 61 k $249" 

P4 Mainboard, 256 Meg 

DDR Ram, ATXMid Tower 
Penbum43.06hz600FSe $399 " 
Asus Mainboard, 256 Meg 

DDR Ram, ATX Mk) Tower 

Video Cards 

Asus Extreme AX300SE t28Me9 PCLE$1D9" 
MSIGF5200FX128MDDR8X $74" 
ATIR3d,95508xAGP256Meg $119” 

CD-RW/ DVD/ CDROMw 

LG52xCDF(ori $19*' 

LG16xDVDRom $34" 

LG 52x32x52 CDRW $34" 

LG 16X DVD ♦/-Re Writer $84*’ 


Brampton 

Near St^es & Kennedy 
30 Rambler Or #10 
Tel: (905) 874-9521 
Fax: (905)874-9175 


Etobicoke 

866 The Queensway 
1 Block East of Islington 
Tel: (416) 201-0268 
Fax:(416)201-0166 


Mississauga 

<1141 Dxle Rd. 


Next to Royal Bark 
Tel: (905)282-9555 
Fax:(905)282-0195 


North York 

2150 Steeles Ave.W. 
Tel: (416) 410-9555 
Fax: (905) 738-8363 


AskForOufInSlOrt 
Service & It^r Profosbrsis 
We do on Site Networks 
lor HoneS Business 


vwww.huxsnede.c 
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m COMPUTER DEPOT 


SUGB WD 
7200rpni SMB 

S69 

I Now Only 

1$659 

Intel P4 3.06hz 
256MB memory 
80GB hard drive 
16X DVD-ROM 
1.44MB floppy 
3D video I sound 
network /case 350W 
keyboard / mojse 
17” SVGA monitor 
Upflrade Bundle 
ASROCX mainboard 
AMO Sempron 2200+ 
25SMB memory 
Video/Sound/networii 
ATX cass 350W 


ifl 

1 

i&i 

I ^ 1 

j 

|| 17"A«r LCD 
: 1 TFT Screen 

: : $299 

: 40GB 5400rpm i 

I Notebook HDD ; 

i J 

i 50 Blank CD-R : 
I 700MB 48x i 

• S9.99 1 

; Brother Laser | 

1 prititer HL-I435 1 

\ $149 

: Netgear 4 ports | 

1 Wireless router ; 

• $59 : 


Only • Now Unlv Now Only 

i!)dU$499 is999 ;iii#l$899 

AMO Sempron 2200+! ACER 2201 Laptop ! AMD 64bil 3200+ 
256MB memory 5 Intel Celeron 2.6Gh i Asus K8V board 
80GB hard drive 72k |2S6MBDDRAM • 512MB DOR memory 


S2X CD-ROM ;40CBhan1 drive 

1 .44MB floppy ; DVD/CD-RW drive 

32MB 3D video/Sound! lS'’Wild Screen 
Network / Case 350w ! Video / Sound 
keyboard / mouse ; Wireless Network 

17" SVGA monitor ; AC adapiet/battery 


30GB hard drive 72k 
52x32x52 CD-RW 
1.44MB floppy 
Geforce 128MB video 
Network / Case 350w 
keyboard / mouse 
17" SVGA monitor 


DVD OdPUCAlORS 
ran IstCMi'eoxi 
Pioneer SxCVD-f) 
SuCOCrtCM CO- 
SW.OVWlDVtJ-ltW 
memo HDDiutipotf 
CotHe and cose 


$219 





Spomoredtiy 


HUB 


March 4-6 


Pri: 1 0:00ann-9:00pm ■ Sat: lOtODam-BtOOpm -SuntlOiDOam-SiOOpm 



• 1 Ghz Desktop $ 1 40.00 
'laptop, 256MB RAM ftem $50.00 
HP/Lexmark refill kits $2.00 


$349.00 


DEauptop.P3-750 $375.00 -he new Mao 






HP VECTRA VL420 TOWER 

lncsf>< I ?GHi256M8.20G(lCD.NCShO ^ 

$399.00 


hMif Regular Single. 

\1B Wlfor Family Admit 
with this discount oohCMH. 

[ PUPP On Fnday for business 1 
rim C C people with this coupon. 

( MNsonal business card and photo 10 . 

* a Off ''™J 

V v 1 1 p^eregiste^ 

online at compusale.c^ 

Children 1 1 and under are admitted for FREE. One coupon per one-day admission. 
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First Glance 


■Mote Zapper 

Note Zapper from PG Music [www.pgmusic.com) is a simple software 
application designed to help children overcome one of the most challeng- 
ing hurdles of piano playing: learning how to read music Wartling (ogive 
kids an alternative to stuffy dictation books. Note Zapper mokes a game 
jt of idemifying ihe notes of the 

I bass and treble clefs. 

The screen is set up like a typical 
Ic staff, and notes scroll by corre 

I sponding to whichever song has beer 
selected [there's a range of classical, 
folk and children's tunes to choose 




from). When the note enters a special target area, the player has to 'zap' it 
by pressing the corresponding key on either the connected MIDI keyboard 
or by using the mouse to click the on-screen piano keyboard replica. 
Players are given encouragement and advice by a little companion similar 
to the MS Word paperclip, who sits at the top of the screen and comments 
things like 'Good' or 'Miss' in a child's voice- Both the tempo and length of 
the songs can be adjusted, and there are several difficulty modes. 

Wtile Note Zapper is a decent tool lor practicing note recognition [and 
even covers key signatures up to six sharps or Flats], it’s really only foi 
beginners. The range only extends to one ledger line beyond the musical 
suff, and since the notes all appear as detached eighth notes. Note Zapper 
won't teach your Ktds about rhythm or time signatures. 

Note Zapper costs around S3S [from USSZS). 



www.hi.tearteda.com 
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*„VSonnam Computer 

■ ^.w i j T L ^ ?. Mon. -Sat. (11AM -7PM) 




457 SpadmaAve. i mki Ccmrd Si. E. M 421 BcollcySl. UntS 
ToroDio, ON. I E'l"' shoRiiDg Ccmre Markiam, ON. L}R 9T2 
M5S2G7 iSw'ivr' Tet (905)475-2356 

rel;( 416 ) 59 »-OS 57 |Tel.(4i6K65-2226 F«:(905)475-26SS 

Fan: (4I6)S98-2150! Fw:(4i6)«65-4>w 


\flsit WWW sonnam.ccm for complete price list 


Promotion at 600 Gerrard St. Location Only 




•Stand-alone CD Copier 
•One-Touch-Copying 
•USB 2-0 link to PC/Mac 
as external Drive, 

•Auto Detect & Copy 
•High Speed & Stable 
•Support over-size CD 
(80/ 90/ 99Minutes) 


149 


s 


Ritek CD-R T 

48X100pk| 




RiDalaOVDiR 

axsopk 




Duplicator 
Swpon* 
CM CO-RW 


fcy4Sl3j 


. Digital Camera 
'T^bSonyOSC-VI 


WD XbE HOO 

7200RPU 8U 

I20G S99.99 

I60G S119.99 

200C 2 S139.99 

AMD Bundle 

ECS MB 

VIdeo/Aidia/LAN 


DV D Duplicators 



C«l»ron Bundl* 

Celeron O 2.4GHz 
Intel Chipset MB 
Video/ And In/LAN 
CD-ROM 

ATXC...fe.V.gtir 


•Fully stand alone 
•No Mouse, KB required 
•One button to operate 
Supports CD-R/W 
•Supports DVD-cR/W 
•Auto detect writing speed 

I to I $299* 

1 to 3 $999 

I to 7 $1399 

1 to 9 $ 1699 


Samsung 793DF Monitor for $99 with system purchased, until end of Mar./05 





1 5" XGA TFT 
256MB DDR 
300 HDD 
CDRW-«-DVD 
56K/LAN 
MS XT Home 
years warranty 


D*l| Inseirpn 1000 

2.2G Celeron M 
14.1" XGA TFT 
2S6MB DDR 
300 HUD 
36K./LAN 
CDRWiDVD 




lnt»l P4-2.26GHZ 

2.26GHz' 533FSB; 
256MB Memory ' 
20aB HDD; 
Floppy I 
CD-ROM I 
Audio/Video/LAN 1 
Mouse & K.B i 
I years warranty | 


AMP 64 - 3200* 


fiES , 


5 12MB DDR 
DVD-CDRW 
1 60GB HDD 


HP 1.SG Cvntrino 


PPi! In sDifon 70 0M 


i. 


Pentium M I 5G 
15” XGA TFT 
256MB DDR 
40GB HDD 
CDRW+DVD 
56K / LAN/WiFi 


‘enlium M l.SG 
SI2MB DDR 
400 HDD 
CDRWi-UVU 
6IC' LANAViFi 




iVideSuK 
MS Xnioii 


AMD S«nipron 2200+ 

ECS MB w-CPL 
256MB DDR 
20GB HDD 
CD-ROM 
Audio /Video 
LAN/ Speaker 
Mouse & iCB 
years wananty 


Inf I P4 2.4GHz 




Small Business Solutions 



Contact US at: (905)475-2356 


I don't need to be there 

> System 

Business S Aeeountant System 
Survelllmic* Camera System 
Remote Acens I Control service 
All integrated & Easy to Control. 

Our Business Solutioo U coniulted by University of Toronto CertiReo Industrial Engioetr 
We art tbe Auiborized RestUer of BusinessVisloQiS), Symbol® & Zebra® Products 
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Road 'trips SHst Century style 


Evargoneona 10-hour road irip wrththrea littia kida^ It's a bit of an 
art, making that work wall. Our family (andt to taka along plenty of 
munchies. gamea and - par far tits course In the 21st Century - 
digital entenaininent. 

Road trip paraphernalia for our first digital phase [circa 2000) Includ- 
td the Barbie laptop (still going strong], an old VTeeh keyboard bought 
for SI at a garage sale [VTeehs last a long time), and Hsher-Price's 
original PIxier. 

Phase two. whan our eldest daughter was old enough to balance 
Dad's laptop on her lap. was digitized kids' TV programs. Tou know, 
Arthur and Dora tquaezad onto a CD. At around the tame time, we triad 
out Leap Frog's LeapPid and Fisher-Price’s TouchPad - two gizmos 
that brought new meaning to the word reading. However, they tended 
to be somewhat awkward forcarand plane travel, and the actual paper 
tictor can be e ted difFrcutt. 

With the world eonvergingen smaller and emailer gadgets that can do 
everything, no wonder kids are now getting technological devices that 
doit all, too. Where children’s use of home technology previously cen- 
tred around tha PC and TV. now I find my daughters spendingjust as 
much time on the couch, or in the car. with a handheld smart toy or 
video player. 


Boston, here we come! 

On a recent trip lo Bosion, my junior assistants were given three new- 
lo-marKei handhelcl kids' devices. Two are designed specifically for kids; 
the third we took along just because it seemed so smashing we had to 
give It a try 

A word of advice before you travel: Make sure you have plenty of batter- 
ies, or that the device car be plugged into an AC adapter. 


Hasbro VideoNow 

Ages 5 and up www.hasbro.com/videoiiow Pnci:TBA 
'Wow, this is cool!" were the first words unered by my testers when 
they pul an their earphones and plugged Into these video-playing 
devices. 



Like many gadgets available today, the VideoNow has a proprietary disk 
formal (In this ease, disks that are slightly smaller than regular COs], so 
that you have to purchase Hasbro's content to use with the device. 

And there's the rub. Although all three testers loved the players - the 
size, the colours (especially the neon green toddler unit), the head- 
phones, as well as the content (about four disks each on that trip] - that 
just wasn't enough. 

In a world where Mom and Dad are busy downloading images and 
music, surely the next generation of VideoNows, if such will exist, will 
have to be capable of sucking some entertainment off of, say, the teievi- 
slon orihe Internet. 


Matte) JuiceBox 

Age: S- 12 www.juicebex.com Price: 189.99 
(extra media cards 125-30] 

It's that awesome juice-being-sucked-out-of-a-box sound (fora sample, 
go to juicebox.comj tna< has kids in a fit as they boot up this portable 
video player. After that, it's more of the same - little proprietary media 
cards to watch specific television cartoons. 

For one of my testers that was enough, but the other two were not 
happy with the content available at the time of testing, and the Juice 
Box. like the VideoNow, will need a large library to compete - which could 
gel expensive for Mom and Dad. 

Fonunaiely, the MP3 Adapter Kit makes It possible to download tunes, 
which put my testers in Cats heaven. Plug it Into the car stereo and you 
have, well, almost an iPod but without the storage capacity. Which brings 
us to... 


Creative Zen Portable Media Center 

Alleges www.crsstive.csm/PortsbleMedieCenters Price: 1699.99 

Although this product was way beyond our price range, we deckled to 
include it because it does all of what the previous two players do and 
then some, and does not involve proprietary software. 

So SI ihat price, what's the bonus^ Content, content, and more content. 
The Portable Media Centre lets you take videos. TV shows, music and 
photos with you wherever you go. 

While this might be a bit time consuming for parents who would rather 
not be saving television shows and transferring them to the player. cor\- 
sider the fact that this device will never grow old (well, not as quickly as 
the others), and will let you expand content endlessly (In fact, they say it 
can hold up to S.DDO songs and 85 hours of movies). 

While the other devices thrilled, this was dte keeper. Bn the other hand, 
at this price point it will lend to remain no more than a birthday wish. 


Ninteado Game Boy Advance Video 

All ages wwwgba-vidae.eem Price: 199 (video cartridge* 120 -130] 

We didn't have this toy whhusfor teslirtg.bul suffice to say it shows 
the expanding video-on the-go options. 

The same GBA (Game Boy Advance] handheld used to play video 
games can be easily convened into a video player Just plug the 
proprietary video cartridge Into the slot and pick from a selection of 
lelevisbn cartoons. 

Dr, travel to Japan and get a GBA Movie Player that lets you play your 
own recorded movies and video No information on when that perk will 
find Its way to Canada. 

By Mara Gulens 
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FBEE 


moniHs 

HDSTinE 


anEVEM'BimiiirHs 


REXT 

UJE-BHDBTiriB-: 



Ootrain NaiTiB Registrations 
Web Oesip And Programming 
Up To 98% SPAM Control 
E-Commerce [SSI, Shopping Cert] 
Accept Credit Cerds On-Line 
Unlimited Hits/Transfer 
Unlimited E-Heil Accounts 
ASP. PERL. C6I.PHPUvSaL 
MS SQL ODBC Support 
Web-Stats [Webtrends] 

Raw Log Files 
Real 2A/7 Tech Support 
World Class Support Desk 
Seme Day Account Actnetion 
30 Day Many Bicli Guerentee 


fm .■ 


Wireless 


Zipit wireless 
messenger 

www.xipitwireless.com 

Pric*: around S120 [from US$99] 

If there's a constant battle In your household between those who 
want to use the PC for work and those who want to use h so they 
can chat with friends, there may be a solulron. 

The Zipit IS a stand-alorw clamshell-style chat device that connects 
to youi Wireless home network using 802.11b WIFI and allows you to 
make a direct connection to MSN, AOl Instant Messenger and Yahoo 
all at the same time. Because the ZIpit makes a direct connection, 
the good news is that you can even use It when all of the PCs in the 
house are turned off 

After the Zipit is connected, all of your online friends appear in a 
window that pops up every lime you hit the button with the Zipit 
logo, with small icons denoting the different chat services. 
Unfortunately, you can only chat one-on-one with specific friends; 
the Zipit doesnf support multi-user chat mode, 
though the Zipit has a OWERTY-configured keyboard, it’s definitely 
not set up for touch-typing. The rubberiaed keys wiggle a bit when 
you press them, and you have to be very firm or your letter may not 
register., it’s best to takeyourtime with the keyboard. And while 
some of the punctuation is one.iouch, things like the question mark, 
exclamation point and the numbers require you to shift into alt- 
mode. 

Youcaneasily tell which mode you’re in by looking at the top of the 
screen. There are three letter-icons A, C and S. for Alt, Control and 
Shift. The Ah and Shift modes both have two steps; tap the Alt or Shift 
key once and only the next character will be affeaed; tap It twice 
and it goes into Alt-lock or Caps-lock mode There are a number of 
buttons along the top too: three are dedicated to standard emoti- 
cons, and three can beset up with yourowrt emoticons. The previ- 
ous and next buttons let you flip between your open windows, allow- 
ing you to chat with a number of different people at the same time. 
'Rteie's a headphone jack on the back so you can chat quietly. 

The Zipit uses a built-in rechargeable battery for power Even though 
it’s only a monochrome LCD display, the WiFi send and receive will 
certainly eat up battery power, so if you're a marathon chatter, you 
may want to stay close to an outlet. 

While a lew things could be improved - a sturdier keyboard and a 
backlit screen, perhaps - the Zipit Wireless Messenger may be ;u6t 
the thing foi reducing friction in the household. 



By Sean Carruthers 
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FEBRUARY PHOTO SPREE WINNER 


THE WINNER; 

CtngrshiLttien* to Bmo Rtulo* wliooe imoge w 
tke greit ikuti mkmittei lor the March "Ice" t 
Sgree conteil. 


I (elected from among 
imed ki-menthlg Photo 


n DMC-mO to cagture the ptetare titlod "leg 


For eubmilttng the winning imige, Oana wins a Leimark P915 Hone Photo 
Priator with an oya-catehing 2.S-inch colour ICO icrean For quick and eaay 
PC-fm photo printing. Tho diipby it alio put to uie ia PC photo printing, 
diiplaying on-icroen imago prmiowi and a eoinl-dewn timer. 


Thames to everymn wtio siibmitlerf pictires for Rorsiderstian We bwe 
checktng cut cht peturee ytxi eenej in Unfortunately, there con only bo 
one winner end it's alwaye a difficult deasion 

This bi-monthly Photo Spree contest theme le *Spnng is in the ar ' Now 
that the ice It melting and Spring « m the air. get out your digital earn 
eras and shootl Keep these pictures commgl 




PRESENTS ITS Bi-Monthly 

PHOTO 

THE CHALLENGE: Spring is in the air 


VUWi 


LaimarhPaiS 

The Lenmar* P315 Sn*p»hct 
portable photo printer previdee 
great quality O' x S' images at 


memory cards easily and quck- 
ly - in as little os 3B seconds 
lOuckPmt model. theP31S 
comes corTplece with easyto- 


Lexm,vrk 



THE RULES: Vis mvit si 


aimei el aay saftsnre yes ined Is imdihi tie Insw asi), H pniibli, M 
(/step inU ehvtter syeed yce seed ta lahe the yholo. 

Subiiil ytsr ihetsanylis, alni iiilk the mismiitien (rea the Fora 
lelna, by dpnl 2!, 2009. IM antulnil up u three yhongrapH, >11 it 
sihKii niMl he iccaiiossleh ty a isleilesio) fona. Esirlniiiunhesah- 
eiitted ns emeil. Files slnild he ee hiiuer ikse 510 KB and ne emller 
Uiel 300 KB. One pheta per emeil. 


|ihle le aiin, pereen mcel he raeideeai ei Canedt, and i> 
be deiaielled eritli an employai at Mccalf Pehliiliiii|, ite 

adbu HtlBeakpril 23, 2005 IreaniMag dll iliilhle esb 
ar before Halesl cltse dale. Winaen «nll he cdslacted 
anaail. In Ue tetnl Dial Ibay cannt ha eanthciad asHhli 
fallnsiiO the cealast imthar entreat wil he aelected. Ml 
hetema the praperty of HUB aid moy fee a: 
mem lor Htaeoilast. Ill eithai mssl >e 


HUI'i PkiMo Sgm taottet lerM. I 

Deadline; April 22 , ZOOS 


it cofrtaih Hiio iRFermotioii. Send to contoit^iMuAiiihini.e) 
Age: 


Title of Entry: 

Elaniera Used; 

Software Used; 
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Total Gamer - Feature 


Seek + EverQuest: II = ogre named Shroogia 




t Ti a geeK. I try not lo looK and aa like one most of the time, but when 
my wife has to walk into my games room and tell me that six hours spent 
in the role of a rtine foot tall ogre is quite enough for the night, there's lit- 
tle denying it. 

If role-playing can be considered a hallmark of the geek, then EverQuest 
II IS likely the pinnacle of geekdom. The sequel to one of the most popu- 
lar and influential role-playing games in the world, EOll provides players 
with a persistent world filled with thousands of human- and computer- 
controlled characters roaming about massive environments. Players can 
take on the roles of Elves, Halflings, Dwarves, and a variety of other clas- 
sical fantasy species, carrying out missions by themselves and with the 
help of others It’s the 
very definition of open- 
ertded gameplay, allow- 
ing players to go any- 
where. do anything, and 
be anyone they want. 
After picking up the 
deluxe special edition 
[which comes in a vel- 
vet-lined tin and 
includes a canvas map 
and a special collector's 
corn, among other good- 
ies) and spending a 
small fortune to 
upgrade my PC 10 
ensure it met the 
game's demanding 


technical specifications, I sat down and played For an entire afternoon 
and evening, getting up orriy for Ooritos, soda, and bathroom breaks. 

I began by creating my character: a gant, mean-lookirtg, spiky-haired 
female ogre I called Shroogia. Character feshioned. I soon found myself 
aboard a ship, watching beautiful ocean swells bobbing around the hull 
and learning the basics of the game through a helpful tutorial that 
explained fighting, questing, and inventory management. 

Eventually we landed on the Isle of Refuge, training grounds for EOll new- 
bies. I quickly discovered how to use a forge to craft useful items, then 
set about defending the island's sole fort from invading marauders I 
joirredmy first quest group here - simply a matter of accepting an invi- 
tation or right-clicking on artother character and asking him or her to join 
you. Working together we laid waste to enemy strongholds and took 
down the despicable Orcish leader Grimgosh. 

Before leavtng the Isle of Refuge, players are forced to choose a life of 
good or evil; the former will sertd you to the beautiful, moral cuy of 
Deynos. the latter will dispatch you to the wicked and twisted town of 
Freeport. Ogres are one of the game’s few inherently evil species, so I 
wasn't given the choice. Off to Freeport I went. 

I've now spent dozens of hours in Freeport, exploring its dark alleys and 
sunounding countryside, and have spoken to hundreds of NPCs lo find 
quests that allow me to make money and earn experience. I’m just now 
starting to get a clear picture of the scope of Freeport, its boroughs, and 
its sewers. Much of the outside world is still off-limits to me. as the 
creatures occupying these lands would make short work of my level IB 
character. 

As citizen of Freeport I've made certain to refuse any missions with even 
a hint of altruism and have gone to great lengths to seek out quests 
involving inherently evil acts, such as beating merchants and assassi- 
nating rebels. However, I've recently accepted a mission to betray my 
city. Tm keen to know if the game will actually allow me to leave Freeport 
and begin working for Oeynos — I hope to bring my own patented brand 
of immorality and mayhem to that town of goody-two-shoes. 
Unforlunately, I’m at least three or four character levels away from being 
able to successfully undertake the tasks associated with the betrayal 
mission, and, as is the case for most massively rttuhipiayer online role- 
playing games, going up a single level iri EOll can take many hours. 

But I won't give up. As a game reviewer I’m often forced to place my jour, 
neys through EQll's cities and countryside on pause in order to explore 
Other video game worlds, but there are few games that have kept me 
coming back the way EOH has I expect that I'll be exploring new lands 
and hooking up with old pals in EverQuest II for months — perhaps even 
years — to come Like I said. I’m a geek. 

By Chad Sapieha 
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-NVTVtJrtver 

•NVIOtADVD 

Decoder 


PyN: 03a-P1-NVrrv-TX 

lOMaSkit^lUrwr 

P/N: Oie-Pl-NVTV-T^ 


25eMB/256-C>lt/1-bnsi 
A3P8XQ00R3 
DVI-I + DVH + TV Out 
P/N: 256-Ae-N345-AX 


256MB / 256-bft / 2ns I 
ASP ex GDDR3 
DV/I-U VGA + TV Out 
P/N; 256-A8-N344-AX 


64mt5 On BoarO - 256MB Supporting 
□V|.| + VC3A + TV Out 
P/N; 064-TC-2N22-SX 


e-GeFORCE 6800 
GT PCI-E 

256r>/e/256-ttt/2ns 
PCI-E GCX5R3 
OVI-UDVI-l + TVOut 
P/N; 256-P2-N376-AX 


128MB / 2S6-bit /2.ara\ 
AGP ex OOR 
DVl-l + VGA ♦ TV Out 
P/N: 128-A8-N343-AX 


|l6nib On Board - 128WB Supporting 
CM-I + VGA * TV Out 
P/N; Cn6-TC-1N01-SX 


128M8/64-C>lt/5ns 
P/N; 128-A8-NV96-LX 


128-/\8-N303-L2 


Call for Dealer Price 


(Toronto / Montreal) 
www^slpartner.com 
[Toronto 905-470-1000) ' 

[ Montreal 514-748-9200 1 I 

G 2 SI 25 I 

(Oltawa I Toronto / Vancouver) 
www.sTtecmicro com 
[ 1.888.AZTEC-80] 


TWo-year warranty 
thru 

Authorized 

Distributors 

THREE 

Regional 
RMA Centers 


tawa;«br&nto 

Vancouver 


1 - 800 - 247-9593 


NSISTON 

NVIDIA 


£V3A 


‘ CVQA eats itaetf apart from the other add-ln 
Ngheet cualomer loyalty fstnea in the induatry 
Braphica to the Carradlan mariwtplaca. 


aokiDor provnar to Ina VBA CMTimunity, EVGA br^a the power of NVIDIA 




bee 


e-GeFORCE 6600 

i lltra DCI.P ^ 




wvvw.EVGA.com 


t: 888.881. EVGA 


f: 714.528.4501 


Toll-Free Tech Support 


V tradamarka of NVDtA Corpor a tion In 


• UfUUdSUtaa 



Total Gamer - Reviews 


NBA 

NMifett: U tpwk 


Live 2005 

■wMwm; ft CmmU PMiM:K 



Not all basKetbaii games are creareo equal. Developed Dy Electronic Aris 
Canada, NBA Live 200i Is a slam-dunk sports simulation that excels in 
every department - From the unprecedented ball control and wealth of 
solo and multiplayer options to the stunningly real graphics and sneaker- 
squeaking sound effects. 

And not only is rt less than S20 but because this popular console game is 
now available on the PC, you can play as or against your ^ourite NBA 
teann while cruising at 30,000 Feet. 

Hew to the series is something the game makers call “freestyle control,' 
which in plain English means you can control the movement of the player 
and the ball a lot easier than in past games. It feels much more intuitive, 
whether you’re dribbling, deking out opponents, pullingoff gravity defying 
dunks or working your defensive plays That said, ratherthan using the 
computer keyboard, an Inexpensive JSS gamepad is highly recommended. 
Also new to the franchise Is a deeper Dynasty mode that challenges you to 
take your team 
through 25 con- 
secutive sea- 
sons. Other addi- 
tions include the 
introduction of an 
All-Star mode 
(complete with 

tests andthree- 
point shoot- 


outs}, new motion cap- 
ture animations, a killer 
hip-hop soundtrack, and 
the ability to cusTomite a 
player’s face, body and 
clothing from a seeming- 
ly endless supply of 
options. 

Gamers who want to play 
against a friend can do 
so on the same PC or via the Internet. Online play works smoothly; simply 
join or start a game in the game's lobby, pick the team you want to play 
and take to the court. 

There are s few niggles in NBA Live 2005, such as Al defense that can be a 
bit wonky al times [e.g. leaving big open gaps or jumping prematurely to 
block a shot). Another beef- you can’t download an updated team roster, 
therefore the Toronto Raptors still has defector Vince Carter. 

Minor shortcomings aside, b-hall fans m search of the quintessential bas- 
ketball game wcft'lRnd a better offering than NBA 1178 2005. Its slick pres- 
entation, fun gameplay and multiple game modes make it the most well- 
rounded and polished pick for laptop or desktop PCs. 

By Marc Sakzman 




Worms Forts: 
Under Siege 


Incase you've never played 
any of the deliciously silly but 
challenging Worms titles, 
these turn-based strategy 
games pit twosquads of 
worms against one another, 
each of whom must use 
wacky weapons to blow the 
other team off the map. 

As the name suggests, Worms 
Forts: JnderSiege now adds a defensive component as players must build 
towers, walls and ramparts to protect your four-worm platoon. Other struc- 
tures must be built, such as hospitals [to heal the wounded) and research 
facilities (to devise bigger and better weapons]. 

Along with a typical war arsenal of grenades and missiles, bizarre weapons 
include exploding caribou, crazy monkeys and a 'homing pigeon' who flies 





into enemy territory 
and then nose-dives 
into their stronghold. 
Laugh all you like 

(and you will) but 
the game requires a 
lot of tactical savoir- 
faire to successfully 
demolish the enemy 

enemy’s base. A tip: 
Consider wind speed 
and direction when firing projectile weapons if you want to win on one of 
the outdoor levels. Once missions are completed. Worms Forts. Jnder 
Siegeuniocksnew weapons, buildings, fort styles and environments. 

This PC version of the game includes many single-player modes (cam- 
paign and quick matches, for example] as well as support for 'hot-seat' 
play for up to four players on the same PC or Internet play for online gam- 
ing. 

Ihe biggest issue with the game is some awkward camera angles that can 
make it difficult to gain a clear view of your worm's environment. 

The 503 MB PC version of Ihe game can be downloaded at trygames com 
end played for free for 60 minutes before bihng given the option to pur- 
chase and own the game for S32. PS2 and Xbox versions are also available 
for $30. 

More fun than a can of worms and barrel of crazy monkeys, Worms Forts: 
UnderSiege is perfect for strategy nuts with a good sense of humour. 

By Marc Saltzman 
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Oddworld Stranger’s Wrath 

PuUistwr EA G«nee 

Ometaper Oddwcrld irhabrcants 

ESAB: Tsen Platforrri Vboi Star rating 4 

The fourth Bome « 


iwn and old spagheui mestatis 
In mis aoion-adventure. gamers pay as the 
Strangenaf! al>en bounty hunter hired to track 
dwm a host of buarre tuUaas. Evtn more odd 
|the SEUnoer^ livs amra u r ttm ' • little crit- 
jars that ara AealD iit of a oil Stunic, for 
^^^Kenut a poisonous gas Stmghees 
canH^ m rapid euccesson liki a maehma- 
gun before uMawg the oudane. 

The Stranger accepts mssiona from the Bounty 
Store and then folowa a map to track down 
such-ee Eiltny Hands Fbyd or The 
^^lOuke ifBvccssstui the Stranger coi- 
led me cash reward for baggatg the bedde, 
which can be used to purchase better snapons 
and Items at the county store 
Most of the game’s tasks, such as running, 
climbing ropes, juiipino across chesms and 
engegfig in fis(fi|^ are third- pas o np aii 
specbva But p lay ar t wrfi iko rMd to toggle to 
person wew to loetthraughbinoettoe. 
.enemiee wthe dochleborrel crossbow 
farowey Mitch with a prt)jeeti>e 
'angs''s Wrath is a tat mors 
ecton-hewy than past CMOiMrid tsiee. but it's 
j^BS honiourous end entertaining Ano the 
Ht ainmunition' genmck works. )gx Mugaugfs 
search of an intense, charectarHlnven shoot- 
mII have e Mast with tha wacky aovenbre 

Bu MartSaltrman 


Tork: Prehistoric Punk 


cavemen and robots 
The game looks pretty good, 
and the levels have a few nice 
visual splashes, 'hie winter 
levels nave avalanches with 
nice particle effects, and you 
can occasionally see a nifty 
reflection of Tork on the icy 
surfaces. Soundsare cartoony 
but crisp - every smack feels 
right. 

Most of the above will feel 
familiar, as will some of the 


Toik is a pretty standard action/platform game, 
but it's executed well and has a few frills that 
raise it above "by-the-numbers.’ 

You play the titular prehistonc punk out to res- 
cue your iaher from Oigus and his evil tribe. 

You have a club lo whack foes, bolas to pick 
themoff at a distance, and you can also 
shapeshift into various creatures, like an 
armadillo or the powerful giant blue yeti. This 
will give you extra powers to attack things or 
get around. 

After a few initial levels of whacking obstacles 
and foes, you are sent to a hub area where you 
can try out different worlds In the order you 
choose. Theusual themes arepresented- 
canyons, snow, lava, and so on. Extra variety is 
added by throwlngln a time-traveling gimmick. 
You will also visit medieval and modern-day set- 
tings. As a result, you get a variety of monsters 


complaints. The camera can be a little Finicky, 
and your control over it is feeble. However, it 
isn’t an issue alt that often. I am pretty pleased 
with the checkpoint system though. First, they 
pul m lots of them, so the game is not frustrat- 
ing. Plus, you register e checkpoint by whack- 
ing a gong. Fun. 

There is nothing revolutionary about Tork, but 
It’s a competent plat- 
former, and it is usually 
priced lower than a typical 
Xboxgame. if you haven't 
done this kirxi of game In 
awhile, give it a shot. 

By Jason Maelsaac 
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Mercenaries 


Rnally, a game that performs as 
advertised if you see it. you can 
indeed annihilate it in 
Mercenaries. A lake-no-phsoners 
third-person shooter from 
Pai^dermc Studios, makers of 
Full Spectrum Warrior, the title is 
sure to strike a chord with any 
sell-respeclmg. red-blooded 
male. Why’ Because eveiything 
dies, disintegrates oi explodes In spectacular tehion once you train an 
assault rifle or anti-tank weapon on it. And the more you ravage the sprawl- 
ing outdoor landscapes wherein engagements are set. the additional 
money you make. The kicker; the larger one's cash reserves are, the 
greater the frequency with which ammo and weapons drop and air strikes 
or bunker buster bombs can be Summoned a! whim. 

Even the story is ^eciric; a coup’s been launched within North Korea and, 
as one oF three heavily armed soldiers of Fortune, you're called in to cap- 
ture a rogue general and his top aides Tracking down and apprehending 




the wanted parties, desig- 
nated as a deck of 5? play- 
ing cards, is a challenge. But 
tougher still is the need to 
play different sides of the 
conflict to accomplish your 
mission Between the Allies, 
Chinese, Koreans, and 
Russian Mafia, you've got a 
wide range of potential con- 
spirators. Choosing business partners is a sketchy affair, though - while 
you may gain additional support In the field, you also run the risk of alien- 
ating former associates. Therefore players must exercise extrenne caution 
while wandering the 3D war zones. 

Though audio-visually solid, it's the actual gameplay where the affair really 
shines. Whether jacking tanks, trucks or SUVs [any vehicle's fair game) or 
watching as support helicopters are unceremoniously downed by enemy 
rockets, the action never fails to impress. The upshot; it’s as if you’re doing 
battle throughout a Irving, 
breathing world Taking a 
fairly basic premise - kill 
absolutely eveiythlngthat 
moves - and adding con- 
siderable depth, shoot ... 
this puppy blows conven- 
liohai run-and-gun romps 
to smithereens. 

By Scott Steinberg 




The Getaway: 
Black Monday 

HMMr scu tummr- tee iummi MtM nt 

You Know how most games make us want to skip through the story 
sequences and get straight to the action? The Getaway Black Monday, the 
sequel to 2003’s lukewarmly received The Getaway. Is the exact opposite. 

I four;dmyself enduring clunky gameplay just to get back to the game's 
surprisingly gapping story, which focuses on a London cop with a dark his- 
tory and a reputation for being a loose cannon. Black Monday's dialogue is 
tight, hip and compelling, the actingis Hollywood quality from start to fin- 
ish, and the movie sequences are expertly Framed and blocked. In short. 
Black Monday's story outshines Its game play by a country mile. 

There are two distinct forms of play in the game driving and shooting. The 
driving levels see (layers navigating the streets of London as they tail sus- 
pects, engage m 
high-speed chas- 
es, and ferry 
policemen to 
cnme scenes, 
Unfortunately, 
most of these 
missions are dull, 
requiring players 
to do little more 
than dodge traffic 
artd return a bit of 



gunfire en route to various 
destinations. Black Monday 
also fails to provide satisfying 
driving physics; more often 
than not the player’s car sim- 
ply gets pushed to the side of 
any obstacles It hits rather 
than bowling them overorgel- 
lingstopped cold. 

The action levels aren't much 
more funthan the driving. Artificial intelligence simply doesn't exist in 
Black Monday, cops and criminals just stand around ignoring each other or 
carry out scripted actions that lead them to certain death. 

Worse than the Al, Black Monday's camera always seems to move in the 
wrong direction at the wrong time, and the player can only swing it about 
sixty degrees to either side rather than all the way around. This frustrating 
camera made the games epic length shoot-outs— which involve lots of 
peaking through doorways and peering around corners — aggravating 
enough to make me start pulling out my hair {and that's an activity I really 
can't afford to engage in). 



By Chad Sapieha 
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Tot^ Gamer - Handheld 

Zoo Keeper 


FIFA Soccer SOOS 


Pikliihir Igiitioo EirtertiiMieirt 
Dwelopor Biridwi lie. / Sicetis Corp. 
E$RB Riliig; I 
PktfMw: NiiNirii OS 
StirnlM|: I.S 


of the popular PC/cell 
phone puule game Bejewsled, Zoo Keeper 

9MM4k*4vre c to create strings of 
three ar nae e. H mw io to by swappng the 
•mi If adiacent cnners on a souers 
game board. 

Zoo Keeper is uideniabl/ a copy- 

0 Isw changes that make 
Beiaweled formula feel 
master pro- 

for each type ot arimel. forc' 
ing ptayaiMa etrategicaliy manipulate the 
bHPiiHMaMkKanrrels they need. 
ZooJteepep ala antes up a wide varety of 
quest. 

sCtBcl modes, es well 
heed-to-head gameplay using a 
of OS sysums and e single cartndge 
But Zoo Keagor^ mosleadent improve- 
ment am BeteweM is its presentaten. 
iAihile BeiMlaEUaMn aesthetic of la c _ 
geoBiaailgennc mus« that could onl^S 
m ach ocl wcfl g, Zoo Keepei' ' 

r. hipper audience with 
aeimals. fast, 
and datemoty discon- 
tMing Japanese-to-English translations (1 
don't think this is your Piing. Decreased by 
50961 De o case d ^ 300 points Now you 
piBib You am faiim 'i 

By Chad Sepiaha 


Beod: 

Hghv sbtfied visuals and musi: 


Bid: 

Gamepley s Bidirect np oH^ Beieweted 


Fiulthisiiit 

<H no TaJis. but rt'il do until Nntendo 
sees fit to bring the granddaddy of 
puzzbn to the DS 



EA's soccer block- 
busier FIFA ZOOS 
works w^l on the 
N-Gageand puis 
ihe system's 
ample buttons to 
good use 
Depending on the 
context (attacKer, 
defenderor goal- 
keeper], players can pass, shoot, sprint, lob the 
ball, or haid tackle. Though things like being able 
to deke and do fancy footwork are absent, FIFA 
2005 does strike a nice balance by offering a 
move-list that has enough variety to remain 
engaging but not so many choices as to be 
overwhelming. 

The game’s attention to detail would be impres- 
sive on a console, let alone a handheld. There 


are more than 500 teams to select, with up-to- 
date rosters and uniforms representative of vir- 
tually every professional league imaginable. The 
field can be affected by various weather condi- 
tions, and a vocal stadium crowd reacts to the 
action with groans, cheers and singing. 

In-game animaiion is fluid, and the N-Gage han- 
dles the instant replays and other 3D 
sequences well 

New to the 2005 edition is the excellent Career 
Mode, which lets you take on managerial duties 
of a chosen team through five seasons and 
work to achieve the goals set out for you 
by management. 

With matches that last mete minutes, FIFA 2005 
IS the perfect pick-up-and-play soccer experi- 
ence, and one of the N-Gage's strongest titles 
to dale 
By Erin Bell 





The Legend of Zelda: 

The Minish Cap 





part of the 
gameplay. By 

Found Fairly 
early on. Link 
can shrink him- 
self using por- 
tals scattered strategically around the world. 
Shrinking down sometimes leaves Link as a 
miniatureinthe regular sized world, allowing 
him to go places that the full-sized Link can't 
squeeze into. Ai the same time, it can also 
impede his tiavels by turning a tiny pebble into 
an immovable boulder, h)r example. 

The new gadgets and tricks at Link’s disposal 
will delight bnsofthe series Minish Cap is true 
to Its roots but at the same time manages to 
expand on the formula. 

By Andrew Moore-Crispln 


The Legend of 
Zelda: The 
Minish Cap is 
unlike any 
Zelda game in 
recent memory 
in that an ou- 
slde developer 
was responsible 
for its creation. 
Capcom has 
done an excel- 


aiingthe classic 
feel but has added its own creative flair, which 
helps to keep ihe concepi somewhat fresh As 
the title hints, the Minish Cap is an important 
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You re in war torn Europe. ■<i 

You’ve been ambushed. Do you: 

A. Hold your position? 

B. Pull Back? 

C. Call your buddies at the burger joint? 


nrHu./n 

OWHY 


Recruit your buddies in Pathway to Glory. 
The mobile online multiplayer war game. 


(ollaborate with your friends to take on your enemies around the | ^ anyone 

world in Pathwayto Glory. As WWII rages, the struggle for Europe anyw 

is at a critical point. Command a multinational team of highly NOKIA 

trained WWII soldiers to take on your opponents on the N-Gage’" 

Arena. Mobile online multiplayer warfare on the new pocket sized 
H-Gage QD and N'Gage mobile game deck devices. 


n-gage.ca 


Published by ^ 

NOKIA C^nENR=£> 


CJOMNoita. *11 rights rntntO. Motli. N-Gdg* N.G*gcOO ir<d Pathway to CHty 
irp (rademarlu or rotlstcretf trademAilu of Kokl* roroorarion. 
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...theFP71G+ 




The FP71G''’ is the world's first 17" LCD monitor with a response time of 
only 8ms. This amazing speed makes the FP71G+ the best choice for gamers 
worldwide. As every gamer knows, .shorter response lime results in higher 
game scores. This combined with a slim herel, high brightness and 
enhanced contrast ratio makes theFP7IG+ a truly spectacular monitor. 

• 8m.s fastest response time • 500:1 high contrast 
‘ 100 cdym2 high brightness * D-Sub/DVI dual input 

I Al lnd«mart(«anS r»g,«Bf«dtr«a«nian(s (Kopvrtyof ih«rrstp*cW«heidvs. 

I to chanpe wthout fxjttca 


Bend 

Enjoyment Matters 




